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The flight from Chattanooga 
to Dallas was going to be a 

strange one. My wife, Sondra, 
was traveling with me, but we 
wouldn’t be sitting together. 
Instead, my seatmate would be 
a sixty-something gentleman 
who turned out to be a real 
talker. His name was Ron.

“So what brings you to 
Chattanooga?” Ron asked. It was 
the perfect opening. I always 
appreciate opportunities to 
exchange information about 
educational backgrounds with 

strangers, because it usually opens doors to 
conversations about spiritual topics.

“I was just out here for some meetings 
at Southern Adventist University. Are you 
familiar with Southern?” I asked. He wasn’t. 

Turns out, however, that Ron and I had 
a lot in common. He was flying to Seattle to 
meet a friend with whom he was planning 
to take a motorcycle trip. Having personally 
logged over 25,000 miles on my own road 
bike in the Western United States, I offered a 
suggestion. 

“There’s a great biker road that runs 
right by Lillooet, British Columbia, through 

the Frasier Valley as you head east,” I said. “Although I’ve 
not ridden that road, I travel up there often to visit a school 
called Fountainview Academy, where my wife went to high 
school.”

He seemed interested in the school, so I talked about 
their music program and emphasized the fact that Foun-
tainview is a “Seventh-day Adventist school.” It was the 
second time the name “Adventist” came up naturally in 
conversation.

“You know,” he said, “my motorcycle buddy occasion-
ally gives donations to a small school that sounds a lot like 

the school you’re talking about. 
Would you believe that they 
entered one of those Facebook 
contests and won $500,000?” 

“Yeah, I know the school,” I 
responded. “They’re going to use 
the money to build a new septic 
system, right?” 

“That’s right!” Ron gushed. 
“Wish I could remember the 
name of the school.” 

“Mt. Ellis Academy. It’s also 
a Seventh-day Adventist school!” 

“That’s it! Wasn’t that amaz-
ing how they won that award?”

“Yes,” I replied. “Your friend must be familiar with 
Seventh-day Adventists. I’m also a Seventh-day Adventist.”

“I’ll ask him about it once I land,” Ron said.
As we parted ways, I thanked God for the conversa-

tion with Ron and for the chance to mention the name of 
the Adventist Church several times in a positive context. 

Just like the name of a business, the name of our 
church denotes who we are. It’s a personal brand of sorts, 
and one we can all be proud of.

Elder Ted Wilson, our new world church president, 
preached a sermon entitled “Remember Your Name,” 
during the recent Annual Council meetings at the General 
Conference headquarters. He emphasized the importance 
of a name.

“That powerful, heaven-sent name, ‘Seventh-day 
Adventist,’ is a two-word sermon of hope,” Wilson asserted. 
“It points to God as the Author and Finisher of our Faith. It 
uplifts Christ in all His beauty. It proclaims the Great Con-
troversy theme from the beginning to the end.” 

I couldn’t agree more. What’s in a name? Everything.

Danny Houghton serves as ASI’s vice president for 
communication and is the executive vice president for 
Hart Research Center, a supporting ministry of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He and his wife, Sondra, 
live in Temecula, California.

What’s in a Name?
B y  D a n n y  H o u g h t o n

The name 

“Seventh-day  

Adventist”  

is a sermon

of hope.

Officer’s Outlook
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Many think I’m 
crazy, but this is 

my favorite time of year. 
One reason is that I enjoy 
winter storms! I anticipate 
them, eagerly await them, 
prepare in advance for 
them, and then completely 
embrace them. Sure, the 
temperature plummets, 
the wind howls, and the 
snow flies; but I actu-
ally look forward to that 
because, in the end, I 
know that a good winter 
storm leaves behind a blanket of white that is beautiful, 
pure and magnificent!  When I look at a fresh snowfall, I’m 
blessed with the pleasure it brings today and the benefits 
it holds for tomorrow. Now, if only I had such peace and 
contentment when weathering the storms of life!

I’m in the midst of a big one right now. I always 
knew it would come. I thought I would be ready, but 
now that it’s here I struggle with feeling overwhelmed, 
anxious, and full of self pity and doubt.   

Over the past ten years, the Lord has blessed me 
with a robust marketplace ministry. Inspired in 1999 
while attending my first ASI Convention in Orlando, 
Florida, I returned home with a passion for sharing 
Christ in my marketplace. I established a reputation as 
an active Seventh-day Adventist Christian throughout 
my state government, which was my biggest client. One 
day, however, a co-worker discovered the online epi-
sode of ASI  Video Magazine that featured my firm and 
promoted the idea of sharing Christ in the marketplace. 
Thirty days later, the state cancelled our contract and I 
was unemployed.   

I confess I was stunned. But why? God’s Word 
forewarns His people of the crisis that lies ahead. In His 
strength, we must withstand the greatest storms in this 
life! But if we find ourselves faltering now, how can we 
have assurance that our anchor will hold in the difficult 

trials ahead? One day I 
felt secure as a faithful 
believer—daily tithing 
my time in personal Bi-
ble study and devotions, 
active in my church, 
giving financially, and 
striving to lead others to 
Christ.  The next, I was 
wondering whether I’d 
weather the storm.  

Once again, I 
found my hope in God’s 
Word. Adventists tend 
to focus on the signs 

of Christ’s soon return but often neglect the weighty mes-
sage of the “preparation” parables: the fig tree, the faith-
ful and evil servants, the wise and foolish virgins, and the 
talents. Those stories give no-nonsense instruction on 
what we must be found doing at His second coming.  

I found particular inspiration in Matthew 25:34–46, 
the parable of the sheep and goats. Jesus proclaims in 
exacting detail how we will inherit the kingdom—by 
serving others on His behalf.  What a powerful promise 
to those facing the storms of life! Each of us is invited to 
accept our calling as ministers, to tell the truth in trou-
blesome times, to live out our witness in the workplace, 
and to faithfully persist under persecution. But, above 
all, we are called to love and serve our fellowmen—those 
for whom Christ died. There is no greater balm for the 
doubts and fears that distract us than to focus on reach-
ing out to others with love and God’s grace.  

Are you looking for assurance today? The bottom 
line is this: If we keep our eyes fixed on the Master, trust-
ing in the gift of obedience to His commands, we’ll never 
have to question whether we’ll “weather the storm.”

Dene Sue Ross is founder and president of Write 
Way, Inc., a technical writing and training firm with 
offices in Boise, Idaho. She and her husband, Dan, 
are active church planters. Her 2010 ASI Convention 
seminar can be viewed at www.asiministries.org.

Weather the Storm
B y  D e n e  S u e  R o ss

The Bottom Line
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New ASI members are quickly 
inspired to share Christ in 

the marketplace. Many, however, 
need counsel and guidance as they 
grow and mature in their ministry 
vision.

Currently, an organization 
must be in existence for at least 
one year before it can join ASI as 
an organizational member. That 
initial year of development is cru-
cial when it comes to establishing 
both a vision and a plan for min-
istry. It’s the time when counsel 

and guidance from 
others with more 
knowledge and experience can make the 
most difference. 

I’m excited about a couple of new 
developments that may help with the 
process of incubating new ASI member 
organizations for future ministry and 
outreach and connecting people with 
volunteer mission and ministry oppor-
tunities.

The business world has “business 
incubation” programs designed to sup-
port development of new entrepreneur-

ial companies through a variety of resources, services 
and supportive contacts. According to statistics, new 
businesses that participate in business incubation 
programs are more likely to stay in business. 

There’s an idea in the works to create a similar 
program called “Incubators for Supporting Minis-
tries,” which would apply the business incubation 
principle to developing ASI member ministries, 
helping to incubate them for long-term success in 
business and ministry. I’m convinced that it’s pos-
sible to help new businesses and ministries face and 
overcome challenges by giving them special attention 

in their formative stages. ASI 
members should be espe-
cially creative entrepreneurs 
for the cause of building 
God’s Kingdom and support-
ing the Adventist Church.

Over the coming 
months, ASI will select a 
number of young entre-
preneurs to participate in 
a testing phase for the new 
ministry incubation pro-
gram. Perhaps you would 
like to be a mentor for a new 
and emerging ASI member 
ministry. You’re invited to 

participate! Contact Barry Katzer by sending an e-mail 
to barry@asimentors.com.

Another exciting program designed to connect 
people with potential volunteer ministry opportuni-
ties is a newly developed website called Volunteer7, 
which will contain up-to-date postings of mission and 
volunteer openings with denominational and sup-
porting ministry entities around the world. This new 
tool was launched in time for presentation at the 2010 
GYC youth conference in Baltimore, Maryland. If you 
have volunteer needs, now is the time to post them at 
www.volunteer7.com.

Now more than ever is the time for ASI mem-
bers to press together with denominational entities 
to complete the work of spreading the gospel to the 
entire world. These new programs are designed to 
help you do just that!

 
Steve Dickman serves as ASI’s vice president for 
membership and recruitment and is the president 
of Harbert Hills Academy in Savannah, Tennessee. 
He presented a seminar on strategic planning at the 
2009 ASI Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, which 
can be viewed at www.asiministries.org.

New businesses 

that participate 

in business 

incubation 

programs are  

more likely to  

stay in business. 

A Safe Place to Grow
by  S t e v e  d i c k m a n
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Becoming a Thoughtful Generation
B y  N e i l  N e d l e y ,  M D

We live and serve in what modern pundits call 
“the thoughtless generation.” Objective, well-

disciplined, complex thinking is nearly a relic of the past, 
and emotional intelligence is at an all-time low. This is a 
matter not only of mental and physical health, but also of 
spiritual health. We have the problem of trying to present 
the gospel to an audience that often has trouble compre-
hending it, even in its clearest simplicity. Sometimes we 
struggle to comprehend it ourselves. Negative thought 
patterns interfere with mental and emotional health, and 
poor mental and emotional health in turn lead to poor 
spiritual health.

As a physician, my desire to help patients fully 
recover from their illnesses initially led me to address 
the clinical depression that many also suffered. Out of 
my extensive research on depression arose a fascinating 
byproduct. Follow-up studies on patients who completed 
our Depression Recovery Program showed not only a 
reduction in depression levels but also a dramatic increase 
in emotional intelligence and overall well being—above 
and beyond that enjoyed by those who have never even 
experienced depression.

Participants in the program experienced marked 
improvement in their relationships, grades, work perfor-
mance, productivity, positive influence on others, and 
many other factors deemed measures of life success. This 
led to a new program designed to help physically and 
mentally healthy people enjoy the same dramatic improve-
ments. I presented some principles from this new program 
at the recent ASI convention in Orlando, Florida.

Research conclusively reveals that emotional health 
is dependent on a well functioning frontal lobe. Without 
it, humans lack empathy and self-restraint. We’re unable 
to set goals and plan well for the future. Our ability to 
analyze and identify distortions in our own thoughts is 
compromised. 

The frontal lobe is the seat of judgment, reason-
ing, spirituality, morality and the will. Secular neurology 
textbooks recognize that the frontal lobe is structurally 
and functionally the control center of the entire being. 
As Christians, so should we. And that recognition should 
shape how we approach everything.

The connection between our mental, emotional and 
spiritual health is unmistakable. Since the frontal lobe is 
what makes us spiritual beings, it stands to reason that 
attending to spirituality enhances frontal lobe function. 
In fact, research does reveal that people with increased 
religiosity have better emotional health. I like to point out 
that, as Christians, we have at our fingertips the very best 
casebook and source of mental health principles ever 
published—the Bible. It is filled with information about 
right thinking. It includes numerous case studies with 
examples of individuals who exhibited both healthy and 
unhealthy ways of thinking. It is a rich source of healing 
principles.

That is, if we take it seriously. When we’re told to 
deliberately think on things that are true, honest, just, 
pure, lovely and of good report, do we regard those words 
as friendly advice to be taken or left, depending on the 
circumstances, or do we embrace them as a matter of 
spiritual life or death? Because that’s what they are—quite 
literally—a matter of life or death. Your daily choice to live 
your life well, including your mental and emotional life, 
may be your personal lifeline and your very best witness 
to others concerning the power of God’s Word.

Neil Nedley, MD, is an internal medicine 
physician with emphases in preventive medicine, 
gastroenterology, and difficult diagnoses. He is also 
the president of Weimar Center of Health & Education. 
He and his wife, Erica, a committed health educator, 
have four sons—Joel, Allen, Nathan and Justin. Visit 

Nedley Health Solutions at www.drnedley.com.

To Your 
  Health

Neil Nedley, MD, is a frequent speaker and presenter at ASI conventions. Information from his newly released book, The Lost Art of Thinking: 
How to Improve Emotional Intelligence and Achieve Peak Mental Performance, was shared at the 2010 ASI Convention seminar, How to Improve 
Your Memory  and Intelligence. That seminar can be viewed on the ASI website at www.asiministries.org.
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i t’s 2 a.m. and you’re fast asleep when a loud tone 
starts blaring from your radio in the other room. 

Startled awake by a burst of adrenaline, you jump out of 
bed, race to get dressed, grab your radio and head out 
the door as quickly as possible. On the way to the scene, 
you notify the sheriff’s dispatcher that you’re en route. 
It’s another car accident, house fire, medical emergency, 
lost person or wildlands fire.

This is the life of a volunteer firefighter. Being a 
volunteer means you aren’t paid for services rendered. 
It’s not for everybody, but one thing’s for certain—it’s an 
excellent way to meet your neighbors.   

For three years, I’ve been serving as a volunteer 
on the Timbo Volunteer Fire Department, which covers 
much of Stone County, Arkansas. We serve a large terri-
tory, much of which is sparsely populated and far away 
from any fire station. We often travel great distances to 
handle fire or first responder emergency calls.

My “real job” is to produce Christian media and 
provide video production products and services to 
clients across North America. My company, Edgemont 
Video, Inc., is a long-time organizational member of 
ASI, which means ministry is my business—and that 
includes my “business” as a volunteer firefighter in my 
community.

Volunteer firefighters are of great value to commu-
nities across America. Many volunteer fire departments 
are as well trained and equipped as large metropolitan 

fire departments where work is done for hire. Like any 
city fire department, we experience a mixture of suc-
cesses and failures. Some homes we simply can’t save. 
But we give every emergency incident our best effort.

Being involved in emergency services can be a lot 
of fun. In fact, it’s often an adrenaline rush. You have to 
be careful not to get caught up in the moment and lose 
your professionalism.

Of course, not all the calls we go on are fun. Most, 
in fact, are not. Sometimes we see people at their 
worst—people who have suffered drug or alcohol related 
accidents or who are faking medical emergencies to try 
to obtain narcotics. We do get many opportunities to 
save people’s lives and homes, however. We responded 
recently to a work related incident where the victim had 
sustained extensive injuries and would have died if our 
first responders and medical personnel hadn’t acted as 
quickly as they did.

We also respond in times of major disaster. In 
the last few years, our county has suffered four major 
weather related disasters. Many outside agencies came 
to help, but the local fire departments were the first to 
arrive and the last to leave.

My experience as a volunteer firefighter has revealed 
to me how important it is for Adventist Christians to be 
involved in their communities. It opens doors to oppor-
tunities for sharing our faith. We may wonder why people 
don’t come to our church events such as seminars or 

fire, floods 
& friendship

by  Ch  i p  D o ss

Members in Action
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evangelistic series. I’m 
convinced that many 
people don’t come 
because they just don’t 
know us.   

In rural areas, 
community roots are 
especially important. In our county, it’s customary to say 
that people who weren’t born or raised here are from “off.” 
And that’s not a compliment. Here in the South, you’re es-
pecially regarded with suspicion if you’re from “up north.”

I’ve learned how important it is to establish bonds 
of friendship with people before I try to share my faith 
with them. Some of my best friends are the 30 people I 
work with on the fire department. I would never have 
known them unless I’d volunteered.

I know of many ASI member ministries involved in 
disaster relief work. It’s clear that responding to smaller 
disasters is just as important as working major earth-
quakes or hurricanes. Regardless of the size of a given 
disaster, each victim experiences the same sense of 
desperation and need. As a first responder, you get the 
best opportunity not only to meet the victims’ physical 
needs, but also their emotional and spiritual needs.

The Bible is full of stories about first responders—
for instance, the stories of the Good Samaritan and of 
Abigail caring for the needs of David and his men. Be-

ing a first responder 
who helps those in 
need requires time, 
commitment, per-
sonal sacrifice and 
the willingness to 
serve when it’s least 

convenient—often in the dead of night during freezing 
temperatures and the worst kind of weather.

I’ve found that being a firefighter is one of the 
best ways to meet the personal needs of my neighbors. 
It helps solidify both my personal connection and my 
church’s connection to my community. Never once do I 
have to wonder whether I’m really needed.

If you’re looking for ways to become involved 
in your community and make connections with your 
neighbors, I urge you to contact your local fire depart-
ment and ask how you can help. You may be surprised 
to find out just how much they really need you. And 
they might be just as surprised to find out how willing 
you are to help. In the end, they’ll be more likely to trust 
you and to call you “friend.”

Chip Doss is the owner of Edgemont Video, Inc.,  
in Mountain View, Arkansas. He produces Christian 
media and provides video production services and 
systems to clients across North America. Visit www.
edgemontvideo.com.



Organizational Members

Eden’s Pathway Lifestyle Center 
Benjamin & Lisa Brown 
190 Bristow Lane 
Reliance, TN 37369 
Provides health education and training 
for medical missionaries.

Fun in the Florida Sun 
Quinton Smith 
522 S. Hunt Club Blvd. #134 
Apopka, FL 32703 
Manages single family rental residences 
in Central Florida.

Freedom Mountain Designs 
Sidney & Donna Crandall 
570 South Ocoee St., Ste. 2 
Cleveland, TN 37311 
Provides architectural and graphic design 
services.

Mullen Elder Care PC 
Tom & Bethany Mullen 
126 Sequoyah Tr. 
Ringgold, GA 30736 
Provides elder care services.

The Healing Place 
Barbara Sanchez-Martin 
4038 Kalamath St. 
Denver, CO 80211 
A street outreach and evangelism  
ministry.

Bantu Hope Ministries 
Victor & Franciose Tsague 
2410 Elliott Dr. 
Old Hickory, TN 37138 
An orphanage, HIV/AIDS and mosquito 
net ministry.

Life In Balance 
Alex Markovic 
410-½ North 2nd St. 
Niles, MI 49120 
Provides physical therapy and wellness 
services.

Endtime Visionary Enterprises 
Andrew Jones 
6283 Clark Road Suite #10 
Paradise, CA 95969 
An endtime events and youth oriented 
ministry.

B & D Real Estate Properties, LLC 
David  & Ann Job 
P.O. Box 1300 
Collegedale, TN 37315 
A construction services company.

Entrust Administration Services, Inc. 
Glen & Loida Mather 
1064 Greenwood Blvd., Ste. 312 
Lake Mary, FL 32746 
Provides self-directed IRA administration 
services.

G. A. Perry, DDS, PA 
Greg & Sissel Perry 
P.O. Box 446 
Antrim, NH 03440 
A dental practice.

Computer Troubleshooters-Glendale 
Irwin Henry III 
425 Sinclair Ave. 
Glendale, CA 91206 
Provides information technology services 
and consultation.

K3 Integrations, LLC 
James & Julie Pellow 
P.O. Box 400 
College Place, WA 99324 
Creates interactive websites and business 
software for ministries.

From His Word Ministries 
Robert & Kristine Kroupa 
1220 8th St. SE #23 
Detroit Lakes, MN 56501 
A literature and evangelism ministry.

Health Restoring Foods, LLC 
Lea & Lee Funderburg 
4490 Washington Rd., Ste. 13 
Evans, GA 30809 
A health food, supplements and book 
store.

Tar Travel, LLC 
Patience & Idah Taruwinga 
1826 Rambling Rose Lane 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
A travel agency.

Mental Armor 
Pervis & Luiza Taylor 
95 E. Main St. 
Buford, GA 30518 
An online store selling Christian products.

Nova HomeWorks, LLC 
Daniel & Lezlie Reed 
22605 Maison Carree Sq. 
Ashburn, VA 20148 
A commercial and residential floor cover-
ing business.

MRG Media Ministries 
Rose and Michael Gamblin 
P.O. Box 413 
Smithsburg, MD 21783 
An educational broadcasting ministry.

Mission 2414 
Ryan Brown 
9846 W. Swathmore Dr. 
Littleton, CO 80123 
A Christian board game company.

Winifred L. Stevens Foundation 
John Stevens 
18839 N. Celosia Lane 
Surprise, AZ 85387 
Distributes funds to charitable organiza-
tions, including ten ASI organizations. 

Associate Members

Fairra Roddy 
1229 Springfield Hwy. 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072

Martha Laird 
4301 Brush Hill Rd. 
Nashville, TN 37216

Susan Taylor 
3846 East 39th St. 
Tulsa, OK 74135

New to the Family!
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Larry & Judy Jernigan 
174 Compton Road 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130

Dr. Dosung and Anita Kim 
2265 Hamilton Parc Ln. 
Buford, GA 30519

Dr. Robyn and Karen Peckham 
1591 Barberry Ridge 
Cheyenne, WY 82009

Edwin and Maria Nebblett 
H.C. 60, Box 503 
Quemado, NM 87829-9612

Jennifer and Randy Cabil	  
220 Fern Crest Dr. 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046

Larry and Debra Brandt 
10025 WCR 52 
Milliken, CO 50543

Linda and Doug Henry 
5214  32nd St. 
Greely, CO 80634

Robert Keeler 
219 Pondella Dr. 
Enterprise, AL 36330

Valerie Fields 
4110 S. Evanston Cir., Unit D 
Denver, CO 80014

Dr. Wendy Perrot & Feo-Leon Audain 
309 Lakeshore Pointe Blvd. 
Mt. Dora, FL 32757

Associate International

Mt Zion Christian Educational Trust 
Jayabarathan Chelliah 
Mount Zion Nagar 
Pudukkottai - Tamilnadu, 622003 
India

Priyadarshini School of Nursing 
Lily & John Choppala 
5-7-5 Suviseshapuram, Rajahmundry 
Rajahmundry, A.P., - 533 105 
India

3ABN Australia, Inc. 
John Malkiewycz 
P.O. Box 644 
Donnybrook, 6239 
Australia
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  The Year Ahead

A  new vision for cooperative effort is about to grab 
hold of the Adventist Church—especially its min-

istries and members who faithfully embrace the gospel 
commission to “Go ye into all the world.” On paper, it’s 
happening under the working title, “Saving Las Vegas.” 
In reality, it’s a campaign to reach every nation, kindred 
and tongue. At present, more than twelve ministry 
groups have stepped forward to place their hands on the 
rope and start pulling their weight. ASI and various ASI 
member organizations are on that growing list.

No one can pinpoint when this “movement” 
began. For some time, a pastor had been driving each 
week to the top of a mountain overlooking Las Vegas, 
asking God to bring revival to that place. After It Is Writ-
ten’s successful campaigns in “impossible places” like 
Portland, Los Angeles and Rome, the IIW team prayed, 
“Lord, where to next?” and received the answer—Las 
Vegas. During an ASI Mid-America spring rally, ASI vice 
president for evangelism Terry Anderson met with a 

group of lay ministry leaders and local church pastors in 
Las Vegas to talk about their shared conviction that an 
evangelistic series should be held there. Meanwhile, the 
Nevada-Utah Conference had been praying about hold-
ing an evangelistic series in Las Vegas and invited IIW to 
the table. At some point, they all found each other, and 
the forward momentum began. 

At ASI conventions and rallies, a diverse variety of 
ministry leaders and teams commonly interact with one 
another, gathering at tables or in corners for friendly 
discussion. There’s a comfortable congeniality among 
them. They understand one another’s vision and chal-
lenges, as well as the personal sacrifices inherent in 
working in the trenches of evangelism. As time passes, 
their desire for Christ’s return increases. You can see it in 
their eyes.

It’s not uncommon for them to work together on 
large-scale outreach events. In fact, cooperative effort is 
becoming more and more a hallmark of what ASI stands 

Winter 2011:  ASI will present the New Beginnings DVD 
training series. IIW and local pastors will set up a Bible school and 
begin coordinating Bible workers drawn from various ministries, 
including AFCOE, ARISE, and Souls West. ASI leaders presented 
the campaign to young people at GYC in Baltimore, challenging 
them to participate.

Spring/Summer 2011:  IIW will present the four-night 
Babylon Rising event in Las Vegas from May 25–29 to draw Bible 
study interests. Bible workers will distribute Bible study cards 
door-to-door to generate leads.

Pulling Together
in Las Vegas

b y  c o n n a  b o n d
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Fall 2011:  Karen Houghton will present Naturally Gourmet com-
munity cooking classes. Eden Valley Institute will hold a health expo 
and train local church members in health education outreach. IIW will 
coordinate a Bible worker blitz to distribute handbills and literature, 
and will  present the “Why I Quit Church” program designed to reach 
former Adventists. Faith For Today’s Mike Tucker will give a marriage 
seminar in the local community.

Winter 2012:  Ron Halvorsen Sr. will lead a local prayer cam-
paign leading into the main evangelistic series. Tony Moore of The 
Biblical World will present an archaeology seminar to generate 
local interest immediately prior to the month-long main event, 
which will be held at the Cashman Convention Center in Las Vegas 
from  January 2–February 18, 2012.

for as an organization. As time goes by, it’s less “To each 
his own” and more “Let’s pull together and make this 
happen.”

There is Biblical precedent for this development. 
The Apostle Paul urged Christ’s followers “to walk wor-
thy of the calling with which you were called, with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing 
with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all” (Ephesians 4:1-6, NKJV).

With so many ministries—all with their own 
leaders, teams, websites, literature and mission state-
ments—it’s hard sometimes to envision what genuine 
cooperative effort might actually look like. Certainly it’s 
something more than warm handshakes and encourag-
ing back pats. It must go beyond “I’ll pray for you” and “I 
know what you mean; our giving is down, too.”

“There’s been a definite paradigm shift in how 
we’re doing evangelism,” says Yves Monnier, a Califor-
nia pastor who helped organize IIW’s Rome campaign. 
“We’ve started going to places where no one else wants 
to go.” Monnier is transitioning to serve as IIW’s full-
time coordinator for the “Saving Las Vegas” effort. 

“This campaign is unique,” Monnier says. “For 
one thing, Las Vegas is known for being a very immoral 
and sinful city. For another, we’re seeing unprecedented 
cooperation between the North American Division, the 

local conference, ASI, and its lay ministries. There’s a 
synergy that’s never before been experienced.”

Although ministries generally work independently 
in their occasionally overlapping spheres, many are 
starting to sense God calling them to collaborate and to 
achieve exponentially more by pooling their efforts and 
resources. Beyond expectations in terms of outcome, 
the IIW team sees the real goal as restoring belief among 
church members that public evangelism is still one of the 
best ways to proclaim the everlasting gospel. After all, if it 
can be done in Las Vegas, it can be done anywhere, says 
Monnier.

In a November teleconference, then IIW speaker/
director Shawn Boonstra laid out the roster and general 
plan, asking each ministry to share what it envisioned 
doing in Las Vegas, and when. With the campaign still in 
its seminal stages, participants are busy trying to figure 
out where they fit into the big picture. Boonstra has 
since passed the IIW leadership torch to John Bradshaw, 
another seasoned media evangelist who is equally excited 
about joining forces with the many Las Vegas project 
team members.

Amazing Facts Center of Evangelism director Don 
Mackintosh says, “We’re used to working as part of a 
team. The trick is to make sure we’re in step with each 
other’s methods and goals. We’re all part of the Adventist 
Church. If we’re not working together to bring people to 
Christ, we’re not helping anybody.” 

For instance, some evangelists use the prophe-
cies of Daniel as a warm-up, while others use Daniel 

“ W e ’ r e  a l l  pa r t  o f  t h e  Ad v e n t i s t  c h u r c h .  I f  w e ’ r e  n o t  wo r k i n g  
to g e t h e r  …  w e ’ r e  n o t  h e l p i n g  a n y b o dy.”  —Don Mackintosh, AFCOE

For regular updates on the Saving Las Vegas campaign, visit www.ASIministries.org/saving-las-vegas.
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as the main fare, says Mackintosh. Such differences in 
approach can raise challenges—or present opportuni-
ties for the body of Christ to exhibit loving, cooperative 
behavior that represents the mind of Christ.

Maybe that’s the challenge Ellen White was refer-
ring to when she wrote, “There are always a few who 
think, when their brethren are pulling forward, that it is 
their duty to pull back. They object to everything that is 
proposed, and make war on every plan that they have 
not themselves originated…. They have never learned 
in the school of Christ the precious and all-important 
lesson of becoming meek and lowly. There is nothing 
harder for those who possess a strong will than to give 
up their own way, and submit to the judgment of others” 
(Gospel Workers, pp. 446, 447).

So far, each of the various teams are expressing 
humble and enthusiastic readiness to collaborate. “This 
level of cooperation between these ministries has not 
existed in recent memory,” says Mike Tucker of Faith For 
Today. 

Team leaders are standing by, awaiting their 
marching orders. Ty Gibson of Light Bearers Ministry 
says, “We’ve had various meetings about the event, and 
we’re waiting for word on exactly what part we’re to play. 
I know it will have to do with literature distribution.”

“This is a great concept,” says ARISE director David 
Asscherick. “We’re totally supportive. If it’s training they 

need, we just need to know the dates. If they want Bible 
workers, we need to know the expectations and to make 
sure any Bible workers we provide will be actively sup-
ported by and involved in the local churches.”

Technology also sets this effort apart from every 
other. With the world of traditional broadcast televi-
sion in steady decline, the technology team will take full 
advantage of the power of the Internet, designing virtu-
ally every aspect of the campaign to reach a generation 
accustomed to getting its information on laptops and 
smart phones. Meetings will be webcast with interactive 
elements for small groups meeting in homes, businesses, 
and churches around the world. An online resource and 
training center will provide support for church members 
wanting courses in personal evangelism and needing 
answers to difficult questions. The goal is not only to 
reach Las Vegas, but also to interact simultaneously with 
1 million people worldwide. 

Accomplishing this goal is simply a matter of get-
ting enough hands firmly on the rope, ready to pull with 
choreographed rhythm and momentum. It’s the kind of 
effort that only the Lord can sustain as His people hum-

bly die to self and yield to His will. “With-
out Me,” says Christ, “ye can do nothing” 
(John 15:5).

Conna Bond is communication director for ASI and 
editor of Inside ASI magazine.

Cooperation and Unity Essential:  “Let not one man feel that his gift alone is sufficient for the work of God; that he alone 
can carry through a series of meetings, and give perfection to the work.  His methods may be good, and yet varied gifts are essential; one 
man’s mind is not to mold and fashion the work according to his special ideas.  In order for the work to be built up strong and symmetrical, 
there is need of varied gifts and different agencies, all under the Lord’s direction; He will instruct the workers according to their several 
ability. Cooperation and unity are essential to a harmonious whole, each laborer doing his God-given work, filling his appropriate posi-
tion, and supplying the deficiency of another.  One worker left to labor alone is in danger of thinking that his talent is sufficient to make a 
complete whole” (Evangelism, p. 104).

It Is Written’s New Speaker/Director:   Many were saddened to hear that Pastor 
Shawn Boonstra is relinquishing his post as It Is Written’s speaker/director, due to health challenges. 
Thankfully, Pastor John Bradshaw is standing by to follow ably in Pastor Boonstra’s footsteps. 
Originally from New Zealand, Pastor Bradshaw spent 12 years in full-time public evangelism with 
Amazing Facts. Most recently, he pastored the 1700-member Village Seventh-day Adventist Church 
in College Place, Washington. The youngest of 7 children, Bradshaw was raised a Catholic. While 
working as a radio broadcaster in London, England, he decided to follow Christ after reading The 
Great Controversy by Ellen White.  
      “The team approach is going to yield incredible results in more ways than we can imagine,” says 
Bradshaw. “I’m surprised we’ve never done anything like this before in Las Vegas. Any place known 
as ‘Sin City’ is obviously a place where Jesus is desperately needed.”
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When I became a Christian in 1972, I devel-
oped a desire to visit the Holy Land. The 

following passage from Desire of Ages resonated in my 
heart: 

“Many feel that it 
would be a great privi-
lege to visit the scenes 
of Christ’s life on earth, 
to walk where He trod, 
to look upon the lake 
beside which He loved to 
teach, and the hills and 
valleys on which His eyes 
so often rested. But we 
need not go to Nazareth, 
to Capernaum, or to 
Bethany, in order to walk 
in the steps of Jesus. We 
shall find His footprints 
beside the sickbed, in the 
hovels of poverty, in the 
crowded alleys of the great city, and in every place where 
there are human hearts in need of consolation. In doing 

as Jesus did when on earth, we shall walk in His steps” 
(p. 640).

While pastoring in Southern New England, I took 
a university extension class on Biblical archaeology that 

captured my imagina-
tion. In 1986, I had the 
privilege of spending a 
week in Egypt and a week 
in Jordan before taking 
a five-week course in 
archaeology from Wil-
liam Shea of the Biblical 
Research Institute. As 
I traveled, I discovered 
that it was not the “Holy 
Land” but rather the 
“Bible Land”— where the 
stories contained in the 
Bible actually transpired. 

I will never forget 
visiting Banias for the 

first time. Today, Banias is a beautiful national park in 
Israel and one of three primary sources of the Jordan 

Danny Chan films Tony Moore in Lystra.

B y  T o n y  M o o r e

There’s a story behind each new ministry. Always, it’s a story of people who 
accepted the vision and calling placed by the Lord on their lives. This story 
begins with one man’s vision and tells how it grew to embrace many....  

Into the 
Biblical 
World:
A Journey of Faith
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River. Anciently, the 
water flowed from a cave 
before tumbling over 
a waterfall and uniting 
with two other streams. 

Because it was the 
source of the Jordan, the 
Canaanites worshiped 
Baal there. Later, the 
Greeks dedicated the 
site to Pan, their god of 
nature. Herod received 
the area as a gift from 
Augustus Caesar and 
built a temple for his 
worship. Herod’s son 
Philip made it his capital 
and called it Caesarea 
Philippi. Of the hundreds of villages in the land, Jesus 
brought His disciples there to ask the question, “Who do 
men say that I am?” 

Peter responded, “You are the Christ [Messiah], the 
Son of the living God.” It was the first time Jesus revealed 
His Messiahship to them—and the first time He accepted 
their worship. And all this occurred in an ancient Canaan-
ite high place where Baal, Pan, and Caesar were wor-
shipped. In effect, Jesus was saying that He was above all 
of those gods! 

This stirred my imagination, and I began to explore 
the connections between the geography, local lore and 
the Biblical text. Eventually, my passion grew into a 
pre-evangelistic slide series called In Search of Mean-
ing from the Sands of the Past, developed in the 1990s to 
share these fascinating stories and connections with the 
world. 

The series proved effective at attracting guests to 
our meetings. The fifth night, “Patmos and the Seven 
Churches,” was the perfect transition into a public series 
on prophecy. That five-part series required eight slide 
projectors and a 21-foot seamless screen. Today it fits 
conveniently on a computer thumb drive and continues 
to be an excellent outreach tool attracting people with 
little interest in prophecy.

In 1999, I hosted a tour for Southern California 
pastors that traced the footsteps of Paul through Greece, 
Turkey and Syria. With me came Danny Chan, the youth 

pastor at the Norwalk 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Church where I was the 
senior pastor. Danny 
brought his video 
camera and filmed me 
teaching at various 
locations. At one point, 
he said, “Tony, you don’t 
have to use slides any 
more in your evange-
listic meetings. We can 
make movies of you 
teaching!”

My initial thought 
was, That’s why I’m the 
senior pastor and you’re 
the youth pastor.  We 

can’t make movies. We don’t know how to do that, and we 
certainly don’t have a budget for it.

After we returned home, Danny made a two-minute 
demo that featured epic music, maps, and footage of me 
teaching in Tarsus. I thought, Wow! Maybe we really can 
make movies! Since then, I’ve continually thanked the 
Lord for the enthusiasm of youth.

I began writing scripts and eventually received 
permission from the church and local conference to film 
an on-location evangelistic series. In April 2001, we set 
out to produce the story of the Apostle Paul. My “crew” 
included Danny Chan and Simon Liversidge, who both 
served on my pastoral staff at Norwalk. A member of 
Danny’s youth class, Pecos Frasier, also joined us.

We were all novices in the world of film, but we had 
desire and passion and were asking for God’s guidance. 
We researched and purchased equipment before catch-
ing our plane to Thessaloniki, Greece. I’ll never forget 
unpacking and assembling our gear for the first time 
after landing and securing our rental vehicle. That 30-
day whirlwind trip led us through Greece, Turkey, Syria, 
Jordan and Israel. 

We would return to Greece and Italy in the fall of 
2001 to complete the series, In the Footsteps of Paul. I ar-
rived a week early to research and write, with plans for my 
crew to come later. On September 11, I drove from Athens 
to Thessaloniki. It was a spectacular day, bright and 
sunny, and a delightful eight-hour drive along the coast. 

Tony Moore, Pecos Frasier, Danny Chan and Simon Liversidge 
on location in Greece for the first tapings of the Paul series.
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Upon arriving, I went to an Internet café to check 
my e-mail and make sure everyone else was safely on 
their way. I was shocked to see what I thought was an 
Internet hoax featuring planes flying into the twin tow-
ers of the World Trade Center. When I realized it was no 
hoax, I felt completely isolated and alone. Fortunately, 
my crew was already over the Atlantic and didn’t have 
to return to the United States. Once again, God richly 
blessed our efforts and 
opened doors for us to 
weave Biblical teachings 
into Paul’s life journey.

Right before our first 
film trip in May 2001, It Is 
Written invited me to join 
their staff. I wanted to 
complete the evangelistic 
project we’d started for 
the Norwalk Church, so 
I continued as Norwalk’s 
senior pastor until the 
end of the year. 

We set up an editing 
bay in the back room of 
the church and began to 
tell the story through film. That’s why the series on Paul 
is called “A Norwalk Production.” It was completed in 
time for a fall evangelism project, and I continued work-
ing on it after starting with It Is Written. 

I often worked on the project on my laptop while 
flying from place to place. On one trip to Montreal, my 
seatmate was a computer programmer from San Fran-
cisco who was traveling to a jazz festival. He kept watch-
ing my computer screen, so I asked if he wanted to view 
an episode. After he’d watched two, he said, “Wow, this is 
fascinating! How can I get the entire series?”

On another flight from Los Angeles to Boston, 
a young woman who worked for the California State 
University system sat in my row. She was scheduled to 
make a presentation at Harvard the following morn-
ing. She asked about my work and then informed me 
she was not religious. I just kept working, and she kept 
watching my computer screen. Finally, I asked her if she 
would like to watch an episode. She agreed and said, “In 
college, I took a class on the Bible from a feminist per-
spective, but this is fascinating. How can I get the series 
when it’s finished?”

After making an emergency landing in Las Vegas, 

I ended up sitting at the gate by a gentleman who was 
charging his iPod while we waited for a connecting 
flight. He was an MD, PhD and chief medical officer 
for the Red Cross in New England. When he discovered 
that I produced Biblical documentaries, he said, “I’m 
not very religious.” I was quickly getting used to that 
response.

But, like the others, he kept watching my screen, 
and I eventually asked, 
“Would you like to see an 
episode?”

When it was over, 
he declared, “This is fas-
cinating! How can I get 
the series to share with 
my wife?” Experiences 
like that were repeated so 
many times that I began 
wondering whether I was 
destined to minister at 
35,000 feet!

In the fall of 2003, 
I sensed God lead-
ing me to launch The 
Biblical World as a full 

time, nonprofit supporting ministry, so I submitted my 
resignation to It Is Written. From that point, I continued 
working with a growing team to develop more materials 
like the series on Paul. Specifically, God impressed me to 
prepare materials for doctors and dentists to share with 
their patients, and for people to share with their friends 
and neighbors in their own homes.

The Hope Channel eventually requested permis-
sion to air In the Footsteps of Paul. After one year, we 
also released the series to Safe TV and 3ABN. We were 
amazed to see how God was using a series developed by 
media novices to reach people all over the world.

Soon we began developing PowerPoint slides and 
fill-in-the-blank outline printouts to supplement the 
television presentations. David Johns of Present Solu-
tions produced lovely frame displays for digital teaching 
content that would become part of the final DVD teach-
ing series on the life of Paul. Ron Lanham, a Norwalk 
church member and graphic designer, helped transform 
the simple, text-only review guides into beautifully 
illustrated study guides, complete with application 
questions, Bible studies and maps. Today, the package 
is being translated into several languages, including 

The crew films at the site of Lazarus’ Tomb in Bethany.
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Romanian, German, French, Chinese, Polish and Czech. 
Teamwork transformed the series into an active, hands-
on, small group, public evangelism tool that is being 
used around the world.

Patti Hare, a member of the Daytona Adven-
tist Church, attended meetings I presented at the 
Florida camp meeting. Inspired by what she heard, 
she purchased the series, hoping to use it for a church 
vespers program or 
at prayer meetings. 
Instead, she ended up 
presenting the series in 
her own home, sending 
out postcard invitations 
to her neighbors and 
inviting them to her 
condo overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean.

While visiting the 
Daytona area in 2008, I 
was delighted to visit her 
small group and teach 
the class on a lovely 
Wednesday afternoon. 
I was thrilled to meet 
eight guests attending 
the meetings in Patti’s home every week. None were 
members of her church.

Since then, Patti has married Bud Swensen, and 
they split their time between Florida and Arizona, where 
they regularly host small groups in both places. Patti 
enjoys sharing her infectious enthusiasm for the In the 
Footsteps of Paul series from our booth at ASI conven-
tions. She can speak from genuine experience, and has 
passed the torch to many others interested in establish-
ing small group ministries in their homes.

It has been an interesting journey—leaving the 
world of secure paychecks and denominational employ-
ment after 25 years as a pastor, and trading it for the 
uncertainty of operating a nonprofit ministry. It has been 
both severely challenging and extremely rewarding. It’s a 
transition I couldn’t have made without my most impor-
tant teammate—my wonderful wife, Helen. She loved be-
ing a pastor’s wife and enjoyed the ministry opportunities 
the position afforded her. But she, too, has been passion-
ate about the evangelistic potential of the Paul series, and 
has fully supported our decision to launch The Biblical 
World ministry, despite tremendous personal costs. The 

Lord has blessed and continues to open doors for minis-
try opportunities. And the bills are always paid.

The challenges we’ve faced pale in comparison 
to the privilege of preparing evangelistic materials that 
have eternal significance. During the past four years, 
we’ve been working on Tracing the Footsteps of Jesus, a 
new 28-episode series on the life of Jesus filmed entirely 
on location in Israel and the West Bank. I have spent 7 

of the past 42 months in 
“the land” working on 
that project. Helen has 
accompanied me on 
most of the trips. 

Generous sup-
port from underwriters, 
Centurion donors and ASI 
special project funds has 
allowed us to complete 
the filming and editing 
of this wonderful new 
series that will provide 
yet another powerful 
approach to small group 
and public evangelism ef-
forts. We have some new 
team members this time 

around. Marc Elysee, a professional conductor, is prepar-
ing a musical score for each episode. Dr. Fred Mantz and 
Bogdan Wwarjonek shot pictures to help illustrate the se-
ries. Frederic Leduc and Dolson Falau, of Creavisual, have 
accepted sacrificial wages to film the series and monitor 
the audio. My original limited vision for ministry has come 
to life and vastly increased in scope because of the creative 
collaboration and incredible teamwork by a growing list of 
individuals willing to sacrifice to accomplish something no 
individual could do on his or her own.

By God’s grace, Tracing the Footsteps of Jesus is fi-
nally being completed and will soon be released into the 
Lord’s hands to bless people around the world through 
small groups, public evangelistic outreach, television 
and the Internet. Helen and I are grateful and praise the 
Lord for allowing us to be part of this journey of faith 
into the Biblical world!

Tony Moore is president of The Biblical World,   
a ministry focused on bringing the land and the 
principles of the Bible to life through media resources.  
He works closely with his beloved wife, Helen.

Tony speaks with the small group studying the life  
of Paul in Patti Hare Swensen’s Daytona Beach condo.
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On the last weekend of October 2010, seventy youth 
came together to train as teen leaders for the 

second annual Ozark Teen Prayer Conference, held on 
the campus of Ozark Adventist Academy. After a day of 
training, more than 300 additional youth arrived for the 
conference entitled “Teach Us 2 Pray.”

The teen leaders and conference attendees came 
from different academies, church schools and home 
schools. Many arrived distracted, indifferent, and with 
little desire to be there. But they left with thoughts of 
revival, reformation and the soon return of Jesus Christ. 
They also left with a spirit of unity. The transformation 
didn’t occur without major challenges, however. 

I was one of the students chosen to attend the teen 
leader training before the main event. As human beings, 
just holding the title “teen leader” brought out our natu-
ral tendency to struggle for control. Most of us didn’t 
even realize the struggle was occurring. God rebuked us 
through our brothers and sisters in Christ, reminding 
us that the only way we were going to be united was if 
the Holy Spirit—and only the Holy Spirit—was leading 
us. It was not until we fell to our knees in surrender and 
humble worship, seeking the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, that we became united. 

Through much soul searching and prayer, nearly 
400 teenage strangers from completely different schools 
and backgrounds experienced true unity at the Ozark 
Teen Prayer Conference. God poured out His Spirit with-
out measure upon all present. Hundreds gave their hearts 
to Christ, and fifty individuals committed or re-commit-
ted their lives to Him through baptism.

In 2 Chronicles 7:14, God says, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin, and will heal their land.” 

We experienced that promise firsthand—and were 
amazed at the power and glory of God. We saw the cam-
pus of Ozark Adventist Academy turned upside down. A 
fire was lit in young people’s hearts that could soon turn 
the world upside down. 

When we completely surrender to Christ, empty-
ing ourselves and committing our lives to His service, 
He is able to work through us, both as individuals and as 
a whole. That’s when true unity occurs—through much 
prayer and soul searching, and through complete sur-
render to the Holy Spirit.

As Seventh-day Adventist Christians, we value our 
special calling to preserve Biblical truth and present it 
to the world. In the process, we can develop unhealthy 
attitudes when it comes to things like spirituality or 
Biblical knowledge—even with regard to which schools, 
academies or colleges our children attend.

In Acts 10:34, we read that “God is no respecter of 
persons.” If we are to be transformed to reflect His charac-
ter, we must lay aside our rivalries in order to be completely 
united as the body of Christ under the head of Christ.

In the body of Christ, as in the human body, the 
foot is no more important than the hand, and the hand is 
no more important than the neck or shoulder. Each part 
has a different size, shape and function, and some can do 
things that others cannot. Yet each is vital, and each must 
be subservient to the bidding of the mind of Christ.

An army of youth, rightly trained, completely com-
mitted, on their knees and surrendered fully to Him can 
hasten Jesus’ second coming. With revival such as this, it 
won’t be long. Maranatha!

Ariel Hempel is a 19-year-old senior at Ouachita Hills 
Academy. She is from Mountain View, Arkansas, and 
enjoys kayaking, backpacking, singing/songwriting 
and sharing Jesus with everyone she meets. She plans 
to attend Weimar College in the fall.

If My People Will Humble Themselves
b y  a r i e l  h e m p e l
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When I moved to Québec eight years ago, I was 
surprised to discover that Canada had no ASI 

chapters. I’d been involved in supporting ministries most 
of my life and knew firsthand the importance of net-
working and dialogue.

About a year ago, Québec Conference president 
Dragan Stojanovic told me how he’d personally come 
to recognize the importance of teamwork while serving 
as a pastor in Chicago, Illinois. There he’d had his first 
opportunity to work with ASI members. He’d been very 
impressed to see lay people working hand-in-hand with 
church leadership. 

After becoming president of the Québec Confer-
ence, he was disappointed to discover that the province 
lacked any ASI presence.  When he learned that I’d been 
involved in ASI for a number of years, he shared with me 
his desire to form an ASI chapter in Québec. I was excited 
that his enthusiasm for ASI stemmed from personally 

witnessing productive cooperation between individuals, 
ministries and church leaders. We both agreed that team-
work between the organized church and its laypeople is a 
winning combination.

We started sharing our vision with supporting 
ministries, business people and professionals here in 
Québec, eventually holding a meeting to discuss the 
possibility of establishing a new ASI chapter. We worked 
closely with ASI National, the Canadian Union and the 
Québec Conference along the way. Recently, we received 
final approval to start a Québec chapter of ASI.  

We’ve come to realize that, in places like Québec 
where the church is quite small, networking may be even 
more important than in areas with higher populations 
of Adventists. As the world moves further and further 
from God’s ideal, Christians can sometimes feel isolated 
from likeminded people. ASI provides opportunities for 
belonging, friendship, mutual encouragement and a 

By  Way n e  At wo o d

Starting a New Chapter
ASI

^
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“meeting of the minds” as members combine their God-
given talents to further God’s work.

Personally, I’ve discovered that adaptability is one 
of the keys to success in a world that is constantly chang-
ing. Of course, I sometimes worry when I hear people 
talk about change because I get the impression that 
some want to “throw the baby out with the bathwater.”  
The only way to make truly meaningful change is by 
staying grounded in the principles of God’s Word, which 
contains the principles that underly ASI’s foundation.  

With ASI expanding into new countries, it’s impor-
tant to understand the rich heritage that has been passed 
down to us from our founders. I think of the well known 
quote, “We have nothing to fear for the future, except 
as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and His 
teaching in our past history” (Ellen G. White, Last Day 
Events, p. 72). 

What a promise of hope! We can move forward, but 
we must stay true to the light behind us saying, “This is 

the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and 
when ye turn to the left” (Isaiah 30:21).  

As we organize this brand new chapter of ASI in 
Québec, we’re seeking to incorporate principles of team-
work and cooperation. We’re excited about the potential 
impact of ASI in Québec.  We wish to stay true to timeless 
principles and yet discover new ways through which we 
can reach out to the very secular culture of Québec. Pray 
for us as we face the challenges inherent in this pioneer-
ing stage. We’d love to have you join us at our first official 
ASI Québec Spring Meeting, to be held May 13–14, 2011. 
Call 800-651-1275 for more information or to register.

Wayne Atwood is president of the newly forming 
ASI Québec chapter and has a burden to reach Québec 
for Christ. He has lived in Québec for eight years and 
has a deep appreciation for French-Canadian culture. 
He recently started a media ministry to reach out 
to French-speaking people, and is supported by a 
committed team of coworkers. Wayne and his wife, 
Isabelle, have three children: Samuel, Sarah and Caleb.

The Better Living team presented their 
audio and video productions at a rally for 

Adventist churches in Greater Québec.

Studio manager Roland Scalliet writes scripts, 
and edits and hosts TV and radio programs.

Not even one French-Canadian out 
of 10,000 is a Seventh-day Adventist—a 
statistic that inspired Wayne Atwood to 
action. In the fall of 2008, he helped to start 
Better Living / Mieux Vivre, a media ministry 
designed to reach out to French-speaking 
people in Québec and around the world. 

His team started by producing a 
30-minute radio program for broadcast on 
a local radio station. So far, the ministry has 
produced more than 100 radio programs. 
Next, they decided to build a production 
studio to create both radio and television 

programming in the French language. 
Many audio-visual evangelism resources 
are produced in English and are not avail-
able in French. This new ministry is filling 
a huge void in French-speaking countries 
around the world.

One of their largest projects has been 
to produce the NEWSTART DVD series 
on the eight laws of health. It’s the first 
of its kind to be originally produced for 
television in French, and it is also designed 
as a sharing tool that French-speaking 
Adventists everywhere can give to friends 

and acquaintances.
Better Living is also producing a pro-

gram based on the ASI concept of “sharing 
Christ in the marketplace.” Host Monique 
Lemay interviews business people and 
professionals about how they share Christ 
in their marketplaces and how being a 
Christian changes the way they relate to 
those with whom they work.

One viewer recently wrote, “After 
having experienced a tragedy in my family, 

I started to drift away from God.  I stopped 
attending church and stopped associating 
with my Adventist church family.  Better Liv-
ing’s programs have helped me to come back 
to God.  Now I attend church on a weekly 
basis with my family.  Thank you Better Liv-
ing for your uplifting programs.”

Over the last 6 months, Better Living 
has received more than 400,000 website 
hits, including 20,000 program hits or down-
loads. Visit www.betterlivingministry.com 
(English) or www.mieuxvivre.org (French).

Better Living / Mieux Vivre
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Close your eyes and 
imagine the sun. 

Imagine a breeze moving 
through the leaves in the trees 
and feel the warm August air, 
with just the tiniest hint of fall 
on the way.   
         With this picture still 
in your mind, I want you to 
imagine something else. Imag-
ine waking to the sound of 
rain. The rhythmic sound of its 
“tap, tap, tap” on the window, 
or the roof, or the car, or the 
building, or the classroom—or 
wherever you are.  
           Imagine that hours into your day the rain is still 
falling, but now at a faster pace. You go to sleep with the 
rain in your ear. You awaken and it is still falling. It’s fall-
ing harder today than it was yesterday, and it’s falling fast. 
Maybe you’re curious about it, and you wonder whether 
it’s going to stop anytime soon. Maybe it won’t. Rain can 
be beautiful, and rain can be a beautiful disaster.

It was late August when I experienced rain like 
that. I woke up one morning to the sound of rain. I went 
to sleep that night to the sound of rain. I woke up the 
next morning to the sound of rain. I drove to school to 

the sound of rain. But when I 
was driving, I noticed some-
thing different: the fields on 
the sides of the roads were 
completely full of water. 
Where rows of dirt had once 
been, lakes had taken over. 
As I continued driving, the 
condition of my surroundings 
worsened. I saw houses that 
didn’t look like houses any-
more; they were completely 
flooded out. Vehicles floated 
in yards that had turned into 
ponds. Tree limbs and logs 

were floating in all directions. Roads were blocked off, 
and big chunks of pavement had washed out of the 
highway. Everything had been touched by water, and 
the rain just kept on falling.

In school that day, several people were praying 
about the rain. If it kept falling, the situation would 
worsen. People’s lives could be in danger. God listens 
to every single thought, every single idea, every single 
whisper and every single prayer. God listens to every 
single person, no matter what. The next day, the rain 
stopped for the first time in two days, and the sun came 
out—finally.

A local body shop was badly damaged 
from the heavy rain and flooding.

BeautifulDisaster
by  e l i z a b e t h  a l l e y
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A family down the road 
from our school and church—
good friends of many of our 
students and church mem-
bers—took a hard blow from 
the storm. They own a body 
shop that was flooded out when the creek behind their 
house swelled and took over. It was devastating. I can 
only imagine how it would feel to have your life’s work 
just wash away right in front of you without being able 
to stop it. I can hardly fathom it. My heart goes out to all 
who suffer. Rain can be a beautiful disaster.

Our school pulled together to create our very own 
disaster relief team to help the family rebuild what the 
rain had washed away. We loaded up a trailer and van 
and headed over to their place.  When we arrived, we 
were amazed to see people were already working there—
neighbors, friends, church members and other staff from 
our  school. We joined the already hardworking crew, 
and every one of us found something to do. We scrubbed 
and cleaned, threw away everything that was ruined, 
and tried to make everything that was left look as new as 
possible. 

The most amazing part was the look on the owners’ 
faces as we worked to help them. Their thankful expres-
sions made such an impact on me. When I think of team-
work, I still think of those smiling faces and of how easily 
everybody worked together without complaint. 

How much better—and easier—life would be if a 
little cooperative effort were all it took to create happiness!

I have a theory about 
God. I think He sometimes 
challenges us in strange ways 
to see how 
we deal with 
the chal-

lenges—and what we do with them. 
I think sometimes He wants us to see 
that we can accomplish more together 
than we can alone. Working together 
goes right to the source of our emo-
tions, even creating feelings of love. 
You don’t always work with or help 
others because you love them; some-
times you do it in order to love them.

Because I was part of the team that 
helped make things better at the site 
of a beautiful disaster, I now feel love 
for anyone who has been hurt by flood 
waters—those who have lost, those who 
have rebuilt. I feel love knowing that 
we all worked together to make things 
better. 

Elizabeth (Lizzy) Alley 
lives in the small town of Clifton, Tennessee. She’s 
a 17-year-old junior at Harbert Hills Academy 
in Savannah, Tennessee. She loves the ocean, 
photography, books and writing. Her favorite subjects 
are English and creative drawing. She plans to go to 
college and major in psychology.

A team of students from Harbert Hills Academy 
pitched in to help a family who experienced  

significant damage from the flooding. “Here at Harbert Hills 

Academy, I have a 

chance. A chance to 

catch up, a chance to 

make new friends, and 

a chance to find peace 

within myself. I’m 

still working on a lot 

of things, especially 

finding God. I mean 

really, really finding 

Him. But everything 

has a start, and Harbert 

Hills has given me a 

new start.”  

—Elizabeth Alley

To: Heritage Academy
Re: David Peters

I was very impressed with one of your stu-
dents who came by our church one day last week. 
His professionalism far exceeded my expectations. 
I asked him to give me a few moments to go over 
the material after he explained the mission and 
purpose for his visit. We discussed his plans and 
goals as far as his education was concerned. When 
a young man can present himself in such a man-
ner, we here at Unity Church of the Cumberlands 

would like to assist in supporting his education.
To that end, we are submitting a portion 

of our tithe in a check to further the spiritual 
growth, development and education of students 
like David Peters. It is our hope that this contribu-
tion will benefit him and students that exhibit his 
level of dedication. We will keep your academy in 
prayer.

Lovingly in His Service,
Rev. Brian K. Griffin

Administrators at Heritage Academy in Monterey, Tennessee, recently received the following  
letter from a local pastor who’d been visited by one of their students.

A Divine Encounter

David Peters is a junior at Heritage Academy. He has two older sisters and an older brother, also a student at the academy. His 
family is from Maryland where his mother works as a nurse. David lost his father to illness over a year ago. David was visiting Rev. 
Griffin while participating in the academy’s magabook canvassing program.



Never Did I Dream
b y  p a t  h u m p hr  e y

As I think back, I’m amazed that I almost passed up the 
opportunity to travel with my fellow Southwestern 

Union coworkers and a ShareHim team to Southern Africa 
just over a year ago. I almost let fear and the fact that I was 
“too busy” deter me from going. While I’ve written about 
many ASI ministries and their activities over the years, 
never did I dream I’d someday launch one of my own.

In 2009, I joined the 40-member team traveling to 
Zambia and Zimbabwe in Southern Africa to conduct 
a series of ShareHim meetings. Maranatha Volunteers 
International, Quiet Hour Ministries and ASI also partici-
pated in the event. The diverse group included church 
administrators, pastors and lay people of various ages, 
ethnic backgrounds and vocations. All worked joyfully 
together, leading to approximately 1,700 baptisms. 
Many lives were changed as this wonderful group of new 
members was welcomed into the Adventist Church—all 
because church members, leaders and church entities 
joined with lay organizations to make it happen.

I’ve always strongly believed in the statement Ellen 
White makes on page 352 of Gospel Workers that the work 
will not be finished until church leaders and lay workers 
unite their efforts and work together. Until this trip, how-
ever, I’d never actually seen this principle in action. It had 
a tremendous impact on me. Ultimately, it led me to work 
with local church members and leaders in Livingstone, 
Zambia, to establish a new medical missionary training 
school. But I’m getting ahead of my story.

While preaching the ShareHim series at one of the 
churches in Livingstone, I became acquainted with the 
head elder and learned that he was interested in starting 
a health ministry. Our conversations led to the idea of 
establishing a training school. Upon returning home, I 

began working to set up a nonprofit organization and 
quickly initiated the fundraising process. I’d never done 
anything like it before.

One year later, I returned to Zambia with 17-year-
old Chelsea Bond—the daughter of a Southwestern 
Union coworker—as my traveling companion. We were 
both a bit nervous about traveling “alone” without a 
team. The purpose of the trip was to meet with project 
leaders, arrange for the drilling of a well on the property 
donated for the school, and officially launch Lushomo 
Health Education Centre. 

By the time I returned to the United States, I 
received the good news that the well had been drilled 
and that our first group of students would begin their 
training on September 21, 2010. In October, Chelsea 
and I shared our experiences with Shelley Quinn on an 
episode of 3ABN Today that aired November 20. The ASI 
Southwestern Union chapter even selected Lushomo to 
receive special project funds this year.

By the end of the year, our first group of 16 gradu-
ates will have completed their training in health evan-
gelism and will eagerly start taking the gospel of health 
and salvation to their local communities in Southern 
Africa. In retrospect, it seems like a happy dream. But 
the real joy will come when one day we can look back 
and realize that, because God blessed our united efforts, 
many people who might not otherwise have had the op-
portunity to know Him will be part of His kingdom.

Pat Humphrey is associate director of communication 
for the Southwestern Union and a frequent contributor 
to Inside ASI.  Visit http://www.lushomohealthcentre.
org or e-mail lushomo.health@gmail.com.
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Adventist Muslim Fellowship Association (AMFA) 

Atlanta recently thanked ASI for its generous sup-

port in its 2009–2010 mid-project funding report. AMFA-

Atlanta has ongoing facets not connected to a building or 

a particular program, but based on building relationships 

with people, holding meetings and presenting educational 

programs.

During the past year, a study group of Adventists 

and Muslims has met three times a month to study 

themes relevant to the endtimes. It is helping Adventists 

and Muslims alike 

build relationships 

and interact lovingly 

with people who are 

different from them, 

as well as studying 

Biblical truths, includ-

ing the character of 

God and His justice 

and mercy, the great 

controversy between 

God and Satan, the 

law, preparation for the return of Jesus and the judgment.  

One team member provides 20 hours of weekly 

English language instruction to Muslim immigrants and 

refugees in the Atlanta area. This interaction has led 

to spiritual conversations and has given the instructor 

opportunities to invite Muslim people to join the study 

group. The instructor also teaches people in their homes, 

with a growing understanding among the Muslim com-

munity that Adventists are a unique people. Other team 

members conduct one-on-one studies with Muslim indi-

viduals, as well. ASI funds have helped cover the cost of 

this face-to-face ministry, including the materials used.

AMFA-Atlanta’s health work continues to provide 

health expos as opportunities arise. The project has even 

empowered Muslims to present their own health expos. 

Some health expo materials are being translated into So-

mali so that a Somali Muslim nonprofit entity can partner 

with AMFA-Atlanta in connecting with Atlanta’s Somali 

community. ASI funds are directly earmarked to help pro-

duce these materials.

The funds are also being used to sponsor ongoing 

Project Reports

Adventist Muslim Fellowship

Centro Misionero de Salud

team building, mentoring and training of Adventists to 

break down serious walls of prejudice and ignorance that 

potentially prevent Adventists from sharing love and Bibli-

cal truth with their Muslim neighbors. In the future, AMFA-

Atlanta will serve as partial sponsor of a church plant. With 

so few ministries reaching out to Muslims in the world 

field, the ASI project funds have been put to valuable use 

in Atlanta.

Project Reports are also included in the  
bimonthly e-newsletter ASI Update. 

Visit www.ASIministries.org to subscribe.

Centro Misionero de Salud used the second half of 

its 2009 ASI project funds to complete its secondary 

school building just in time to pass state inspection with 

flying colors, according to CMS director Jaime Espinal. 

Just a year ago, the same inspector from the Secretary of 

Education for Nuevo León, Mexico, had visited CMS and 

shared with Espinal the serious problems the government 

has been having with its public secondary schools. 

“The only hope is in private Christian schools like 

yours,” confided the inspector. He suggested that CMS ex-

pand and establish a secondary school. Funds were used 

to build a new lab and to purchase classroom furnish-

ings, as well as to install concrete slabs, tile flooring and 

electrical outlets. 

The local community of Galeana has been very sup-

portive of both the elementary and secondary programs. 

“They are impressed to see a different type of education 

where the Bible is being taught,” says Espinal. Students 

from the secondary school were recently invited to per-

form musical numbers at a government program to aid 

disabled children in Mexico.
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ASI Europe continues to 

be a growing force in the 

“old continent.” An increasing 

number of Adventist busi-

nessmen and self-supporting 

ministry leaders understand 

that, by participating in the 

ASI network, they can be 

more effective in sharing 

Christ in the marketplace.

Currently, ASI Europe 

has national chapters in 

nineteen different coun-

tries and is working to 

establish three more chapters. Cultural and lingual 

diversity present the greatest challenges but also reflect the 

reality of the world church in general—diverse, yet united in 

mission and doctrine.

During 2010, ASI Europe supported fifteen projects, 

nine of which are youth evangelism programs in Spain, 

France, England, Holland, Hungary, Slovak Republic, Ger-

many, Sweden and Poland. It also supports youth training 

programs at mission schools in Spain, Norway and Eng-

land. Because of these efforts, a large number of youth are 

actively participating in outreach and evangelism.

The 2011 ASI Europe Convention will be held June 15–

19 in the beautiful town of Constance in Southern Germany. 

The theme will be “Act now and reach up, out, across.” The 

convention will feature a ministry exhibit hall and a variety 

of seminars. Visit www.asi-europe.org for more information.

The Lord is calling workers for His vineyard—people 

willing to be filled with the Holy Spirit and equipped to 

conclude the mission. May more workers answer the call, 

because time is short.

Angel Duo, president of ASI Europe

ASI Europe

ASI Inter-America

Currently, ASI has four active chapters in the Caribbean 

Union: Barbados, Guyana, Tobago and Trinidad. The 

Caribbean Union has nine fields, three missions, one region 

and six conferences serving a total of twenty-six countries. 

ASI Guyana conducted a business symposium for 

its members November 12–13, 2010. Isaac Newton and 

Chelston Lee facilitated the event entitled “Converting Lim-

ited Resources to Unlimited Success.” Newton is an interna-

tional leadership consultant and political advisor special-

izing in government/business relations and sustainable 

development projects. Lee is a public relations/communica-

tions consultant and media relations advisor specializing in 

strategic public relations and crisis management.

ASI Trinidad was inaugurated as a new chapter on 

November 20, 2010. Pastor Leon Wellington, vice president, 

communication director and ASI representative for the 

Inter-American Division, led out in the event at the Mount 

D’or Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The new chapter held elections and designated 

several projects, including construction of an auditorium 

for Southern Academy Seventh-day Adventist High School, 

community support disbursements, participation in the 

women’s ministry festival of booths, and initiation of an 

Adventist business directory. Future projects will include 

electrical assessments for all Adventist churches in Trinidad 

and completion of a church building in La Mango Village. 

Today, ASI Trinidad is a flicker; tomorrow it will be a blazing 

fire upholding Christ as the true foundation.

Pastor Theodore Jaria, ASI representative for the Caribbean Union 
Aisha Solange Carr, secretary for ASI Trinidad

ASI Trinidad steering committee: Johann Barrow,  
Winston Alexis, Aisha Solange Carr, Joseph McCoon  

and Dorian Neckles (left to right).
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










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Think Locally

Your Local ASI

If you’re an ASI  chapter member, you never have to 
worry about what to do in your spare time, because 

God has already impressed upon you a project or unique 
way of sharing. I often travel in my business, which allows 
me to share with people I meet during plane flights. I’m 
amazed at how God always gives me opportunities to 
share my personal testimony, or to give someone a small 
book or business card with a Bible study website link.

God is opening up many people’s hearts to the three 
angels’ messages as conflicts increase in these last days. 
On a recent flight, I had a wonderful conversation with 
a young Jewish person who was interested in endtime 
events and in how the Sabbath is not just for the Jews but 
for the entire world, as God ordained at creation. 

Our enthusiasm and joy is contagious when we 
share with others, praying with them and encouraging 
them in their individual endeavors. People notice the 
difference in our smiles. They recognize when we have 
selfless characters and a deep love for others. 

ASI members not only bond together as family, 
but also exchange creative ideas for sharing Christ and 
improving business. If you participate as an ASI chapter 
member, you’ll see a marked difference in your personal 
life, spiritual life, giving habits and church involvement. 
Attending local chapter meetings and conventions will 
renew your excitement and give you fresh, new ideas on 
how to be a humble servant of Christ in your community.

Barbara Taylor is president of the ASI Mid-
America Union chapter. She lives in Copper 
Mountain, Colorado, and is president of a men’s 
clothing business in Denver. She is active in both 
local and national ASI events. Her business track 
seminar from the 2010 ASI Convention can be 
viewed at www.asiministries.org.

Local Chapter Meetings
Atlantic Union 
May 13–15, 2011 
http://asiatlanticunion.netasi.org

Canadian Union 
May 13–15, 2011 
www.asiquebec.org

Columbia Union 
March 11–13, 2011 
http://asicolumbiaunion.netasi.org

Lake Union 
April 15–16, 2011 
www.asi-lakeunion.org

Mid-America Union 
March 31–April 3, 2011 
http://mid-america.netasi.org

North Pacific Union 
April 28–May 1, 2011 
http://asinw.netasi.org

Pacific Union 
April 21–24, 2011 
www.asipacificunion.org

Southern Union 
April 7–9, 2011 
www.asisouthernunion.com

Southwestern Union 
February 24–27, 2011 
http://asisw.org

b y  b a rb  a r a  t a y l o r

30  |  Inside ASI  Winter 2011



Thousands of Global 

Mission pioneers around 

the world need your help. 

These frontline mission 

workers have dedicated 

their lives to tell their 

world about Him, but 

they still need training, 

transportation, and a 

small living stipend. 

Visit giving.AdventistMission.org 

or call 800-648-5824 to learn more.

100 percent of your donation to Adventist 

Mission’s Global Mission work goes to  

support frontline workers and projects.

They’ve done their 
part, what can you 
do to support them?
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