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In preparation for the 2016 ASI International Convention in Phoenix, Arizona, we are 
focusing on this year’s theme: Called. Chosen. Committed. Peter says: “But you are a 

chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may 
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” 
(1 Peter 2:9). May we be more committed in sharing that light with 
others in our marketplace.

In this issue of Inside ASI you’ll be inspired by how ASI 
members are demonstrating their commitment to sharing Christ. 
One thing I love about the ASI family is how each member finds 
creative ways to reach out.  It’s my privilege to share some of these 
exciting ideas with you so that you can be better equipped for 
your calling.  I invite you to join us from August 3-6 in Phoenix, 
Arizona, for our 2016 ASI International Convention.
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Growing up in Alaska I had the privilege of know-
ing and working with an extraordinary young man 

whose impact on my life only eternity will tell. Monte gave 
me my first job, offered me my first business management 
position at age 17, and stood with me as a groomsman in 
my wedding. He also introduced me to ASI for the very 
first time. I want to tell you his story.

Monte grew up as a missionary kid and pilot. After 
graduating from Fairhaven Academy and then college, 
he returned home to Alaska. By his early 20s Monte was 
already a successful entrepreneur running a building 
supply company in the booming 1990s economy of rural 
Alaska. He had three literature racks in his store entrance, 
was involved in his local church, and enjoyed his lovely 
family. Everyone who knew him liked him and thought of 
him as the perfect ASI member. But as Monte’s business 
developed, he became more and more unsatisfied with the 
results of his evangelistic efforts. Yes, he was successful. 
Yes, he distributed hundreds of pieces of literature. Yes, he 
attended ASI regularly. But the response from his employ-
ees and the community simply was not of the quality or 
quantity he desired. He began to ask himself and others 
how to make a bigger difference—all while developing a 
stronger family and personal faith amidst the demands of 
growing a business. 

As the years passed, the economy changed, larger 
competitors came into the market, and Monte faced the 
greatest pressure on his life and business. At this point he 
did what many thought was giving up entirely on ministry 
in his business. He searched and questioned everything 
he had done over the years, took down the three litera-
ture racks, changed his hiring practices, and restructured 
his business completely. After years of hiring based on 
job skills and history alone, he began to consider quality 
character of even greater importance in the hiring process. 
Monte instilled in his employees the concept that treating 
everyone as children of God—whether seemingly deserving 

or not—was the first priority. Each customer would receive 
unreserved care and respect, and be treated with the high-
est integrity. The business responded remarkably, not only 
with financial turnarounds, but with an amazing improve-
ment in employee and customer loyalty. Doing the right 
things for the right reasons works!

Two year later, while visiting in my home, Monte 
beamed as he shared about replacing his literature racks 
at the front entrance with a small rack in the back of 
the store. He had concluded that his religion needed to 
be manifested in every fiber of how he did his business, 
not just through the magazines in the front. In those two 
years he gave away more literature to people begging to 
understand what made his business different and why 
the employees treated them so well, even when they dealt 
unkindly with the workers. 

People today are dying for a true, authentic, more-
than-skin-deep experience with Christ in the marketplace. 
The question is, Will we as business people be satisfied 
with just the trappings, or will we give the world the real 
Christ they are longing for? After all, “Religion and busi-
ness are not two separate things; they are one” (Christ’s 
Object Lessons, p. 349).

Monte passed away a few months later in his early 
40s, but he left a legacy to be proud of! Many miss him. I 
miss the man who so greatly influenced my life. And in my 

book, ASI is missing one of its finest sons.

Craig Harding is passionate about innovation, industry, strategic planning, and 
interfacing these concepts into ministry in harmony with the gospel. Raised 
in Alaska, Craig attended ARISE Institute’s evangelism 
training program in Michigan. He married his lovely wife, 
Alicia, in 2008, and they have three children, ages 6, 3, 
and 1 1 ⁄ 2. Craig has served as vice president of business 
and development at OCI since 2011. He is currently 
vice president of logistics for ASI. He enjoys traveling, 
canoeing, camping, woodworking, and gardening.

B Y  C R A I G  H A R D I N G

Lord, Send Me
OFFICER’S OUTLOOK

MONTE’S STORY
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THE BOTTOM LINE

B Y  H U G H  W E S L E Y  C A R R I N G T O N

Lord, Send Me
Then I heard the Lord asking, 

“Whom should I send as a messenger 
to this people?  Who will go for us?”  I 
said, “Here I am.  Send me” (Isaiah 6:8, 
NLT).If we take a closer look at this 
narrative, we’ll see that it was not until 
after Isaiah was cleansed (see v. 7) that 
the call came: “Whom should I send as 
a messenger to this people? Who will 
go for us?”  Oswald Chambers notes, 
“The call is the expression of the nature 
of the One who calls, and we can only 
recognize the call if that same nature is 
in us.”  In other words, the Lord is holy 
and those associated with Him must 
similarly strive for holiness. This holi-

ness (guilt removed and sins forgiven) 
can never be reached in our own 

strength. Like Isaiah, we must 
acknowledge our need and pray 

for cleansing.   

Furthermore, being holy facilitates 
our response to His call. Being called 
by God, hearing the call, and respond-
ing, as we should, has everything to do 
with our relationship with God–having 
His nature (holiness).  Allow me to go 
one step further and say, it’s not just 
a relationship, but the right relation-
ship. Think about it… if you're ever 
in a relationship with God and you're 
getting your own way, it is not the right 
relationship. So, if we're having the right 
relationship with God, we will recognize 
Him, hear His voice, and will respond 
accordingly, saying, “Send me.”

Many of us are praying to be sent as 
a messenger to the people. God cannot 
send us, however, until we’re cleansed–
holy. The path to holiness is found by 
having that right connection with God. 
And we can only develop that connec-
tion through prayer. The prayer, “Send 
me,” cannot be our very first prayer. 
How can we speak to others for God 
if we’ve not first spoken to Him? We 

cannot be strangers with God 
and direct others to be 
His friend. It was Isaiah's 
connection with God that 

allowed him to respond, 
“Send me.” We need to develop 

that right connection with God that 
will allow us to recognize Him, hear His 

voice, and respond, “Send me.” 
As I close, allow me to address those 

of us who already responded "Send me" 
but are now waning from that call.  We 
were cleansed, called, chosen, and sent… 
but now we’re looking back. We’re ques-
tioning ourselves, God, and the process, 
and we’re not fully committed. The main 
reason we look back is because we’re 
wavering in our relationship with God.  
I don't have the time or space to deal 

with every aspect of Elisha's call, but you 
can read the details in 1 Kings 19:19-21. 
When Elisha was called, he butchered 
his oxen, made a fire with the plow, and 
boiled the meat; it was a true farewell 
meal with the family. He burned and ate 
the tools of his trade. He had no inten-
tions of going or looking back.  If God 
has called you and has chosen you, don’t 
be afraid to commit fully.

As a result of our prayerlessness we 
squander our connection with God and 
we become useless to Him as a messen-
ger.  We will never be able to pray, "Send 
me," and similarly, we will never be able 
to maintain our commitment to that 
prayer unless we develop and maintain 
the right connection with God through 
prayer. “Send me” is a serious prayer 
that should not be taken lightly. We had 
a choice and we accepted His call. We’re 
often told not to burn bridges. And in 
many instances, it is very good counsel. 
Nevertheless, if you're traveling with 
God through prayer, I encourage you to 
burn the bridges behind you. Don't look 
back! Don't go back!    
My Prayer:

Father, help us to burn those 
bridges that will lead us backward and 
away from our calling. We acknowledge 
the fact that we are called, chosen, and 
committed. Amen.

Hugh Wesley Carrington serves as lead consultant 
at Bridge Ministries Consulting, Inc. (BMCI) and also 
as adjunct professor at Long 
Island University in the School 
of Business, the Department 
of Social Work, and the 
Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology. Hugh 
serves as vice president of 
membership and recruiting 
for ASI Atlantic Union.

MONTE’S STORY
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H  ydrotherapy. The family should study and apply 

the simple water remedies for the relief of common 

conditions, such as headaches, sinusitis, muscle aches and 

pains, and numerous other conditions. These treatments are 

simple, without side effects, and very economical.

Exercise. Family exercise is a wonderful bonding 

experience for all family members. Gather the family 

together and do a fun-filled “digestive walk” of 10-15 

minutes after each meal. Thereafter, plan for a longer walk 

of about 30-45 minutes. Each family member who  is 

able, should aim for an outdoor walk every day. 

Air. Breathing deeply of fresh air invigorates all cells 

of the body. When we breathe deeply of fresh air, we 

greatly lower the risk for upper respiratory infections. 

Love.  Love one another as you love yourself. Resolve 

conflicts quickly. Forgive others as you would want to 

be forgiven. Use those special family days such as birth-

days, anniversaries, births, celebrations, losses, etc., as 

occasions to shower added love. 

Temperance. Too much of a good thing makes it a bad 

thing. The family should let temperance be an abiding 

principle in all of its decisions and actions. There should 

be a balanced schedule for the family with regular times 

for bedtime, worship time, recreation, family talk and 

discussions, vacations, etc. 

Humor. Learn to laugh at yourself and at your mistakes. 

Plan family nights just to engage in fun-filled activities.

Nutrition. Cultivate health-forming nutritional family 

habits. Good nutrition at home informs good nutri-

tional habits away from home. What is the best diet for 

restoration of health and maintenance? The answer is:

• Practice consistency in eating breakfast. This meal 

should be our largest. Lunch should be moderate and 

eat only a very light supper, if needed. 

• Eat a large variety of fresh fruits, vegetables, whole 

grains, cereals, and beans and peas. Eating means chew-

ing well. Don’t just swish and swallow; you must chew.

• Avoid animal products and limit saturated fats. This 

also includes trans fats and partially hydrogenated 

fats. Yes, eat primarily a plant-based diet.

• Limit refined sugar intake. Try using more natural 

sweeteners such as honey, stevia, agave, etc. 

• Avoid artificially sweetened products. Let’s keep it 

real, not artificial.

Essential vitamins, minerals, and select herbal supple-
ments.  Because of environmental pollutants, many 

will have to supplement even the best diets. Those who 

are on a totally plant-based diet  need to monitor their 

Vitamin B12 level. Also, monitor your Vitamin D level. 

Vitamin C and Zinc are helpful to ward off upper respira-

tory infections. Learn how to properly use herbal supple-

ments for select health conditions.

Water intake. Water is to the body as air is to the 

body. Just as we cannot function without air, we 

cannot function without water. Remember that thirst is a 

late indicator that you need to drink water. A very simple 

rule for water intake is to drink half your body weight in 

ounces. Rules for water drinking are:

• Drink one glass or a 20-ounce bottle when you first 

get up in the morning.

• Drink one hour after meals.

• Drink between meals and not during meals.

• Don’t drink very hot or very cold beverages.

TO YOUR HEALTH

Family
H.E.A.L.T.H. N.E.W.S

-4.
S H E I L A  P .  D A V I S
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Know that too little water intake can cause one to experi-

ence extreme fatigue, headaches, body aches, and a host of 

other health problems. 

Sunlight, Sabbath, Sleep, and Stress Relief. These 4 ele-

ments will help keep you and your family healthy. 
• Sunlight – In modest proportions, sunlight elevates 

the mood, calms the nerves, boosts the immune 

system, and aids in the production of Vitamin D. 

The best time to get out in the sun is before 10 a.m. 

and after 3:00 p.m. These are also ideal times for the 

outdoor family walk.

• Sabbath – God knew that we would all need a Sab-

bath rest, so He commanded us to take one every 

week. Exodus 20: 8 -11. The Sabbath is a wonderful 

time for the family to reconnect in praise and worship 

of God, and in special family time. 

• Sleep – The family needs to rest. There should be a 

nightly quiet time for the family to wind down in 

preparation for sleep. This is an excellent time to have 

your evening family worship and retire for the night 

in a spirit of peace and quietness. We really do need 

that 7 to 8 hours of sleep every night.

• Stress Relief - Remember that the ultimate stress relief 

is a vibrant, saving relationship with Christ. He says, 

“Cast all your cares upon Me, for I care for you” (1 

Peter 5:7). He further tells us that if we would but 

acknowledge Him, He will direct our paths (Proverbs 

3:6). Admit it, you cannot handle all that comes at you 

each day. God is our burden-bearer. Lastly, think often 

about the home He is preparing for us. There will be 

no more pain, nor tears, nor sorrow (Revelation 21:4). 

Sheila P. Davis, PhD, RN, FAAN, FNP-c 
Dr. Davis is a Professor of Nursing at The University of 
Southern Mississippi. She completed a summer medical 
fellowship at Wildwood Lifestyle Center and Hospital under 
the direction of Drs. Neeta Hillman and Roby Sherman 
where she learned how to incorporate lifestyle and natural 
approaches in health care. At   Wildwood, she witnessed 
the power of prayer in patient treatment and outcomes. 
Additionally, she hosts a TV program: A Natural Way: 
Health and Healing Rxs by Dr. Sheila on Mississippi PEG 
Public Access station. Dr. Davis is married to Dr. Melvin 
Davis and they have two adult married daughters and 
four grandchildren. 

Calexico Mission School
Since 1936 | Educating the hand, the mind, and the heart.

• Largest and oldest 
operational North American 
Division mission school

• Accredited by: NAD, WASC, 
and UC A-G Certified

• A worthy mission project 
in your back yard

calexicomissionschool.org
601 E. First Street 
Calexico, CA 92231-3022

(760) 357-3711

Annivers
a

y
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ASI member Andrew DePaula attended the 2008 
Consumer Electronics Show to find an answer 

to this question: Can you buy a USB drive for less than 
a $1? The answer turned out to be no.

On the same day, God gave Andrew a miraculous 
answer to his inquiry that spawned a new industry and 
a new world of evangelism opportunities.

As the associate director of the Bibleinfo.com min-
istry at Upper Columbia Conference in Spokane, Wash-
ington, at the time, Andrew co- pioneered the creation 
and distribution of square mini CDs that contained the 
entire Bibleinfo.com Web site and many other useful 
Bible study tools, including the Bible in six languages. 
During that time, these mini CDs were widely successful 
for ministry, available at only a dollar each for church 
members to buy in quantity and give away. And then, 
suddenly, square mini CDs were no longer available 
anywhere, the victim of a patent dispute.

Andrew thought the solution might be a USB drive, 
but it had to cost less than $1 to produce, as the mini-
CDs did. But the lowest cost anywhere in the world at 
that time was $3—too high for an effective giveaway. 
He felt discouraged.

Back in his hotel room, Andrew was fiddling with 
his CES name badge and noticed a small lump.

He took the badge apart and found an RFID tag 
inside. CES had tracked his every move all week long! 
“In that moment it hit me,” Andrew said. “If they can 

do that with a name badge, why can’t I make a USB 
drive out of paper? That was the God moment.” Sud-
denly he knew what to do for ministry.

From that God- given realization, Andrew obtained 
two patents and spent three years developing a proto-
type. As strange as it sounds, he found that an ordinary 
paper card makes a perfect foldable USB drive (see 
photo 1; scan with Print2Life app to see it in action). 
The first working prototypes of the paper drive were 
demonstrated at the 2011 ASI convention in Sacra-
mento. Andrew brought them to the convention booth 
after successfully making a few working cards by hand 
only days prior. Not having any idea what the crowd 
reaction might be, he was greatly encouraged by the 
overwhelmingly positive response.

Sacramento was also the ASI convention where 
General Conference president Ted Wilson introduced 
The Great Hope distribution project to the ASI audi-
ence. Everything came together as Andrew realized 
the potential of what would become a very effective 
evangelistic tool.

Today The Great Hope and other titles are avail-
able as inexpensive intelliPaper cards, and are an 
incredibly effective way of placing our message in the 
hands of people who might not otherwise be interested.

After eight years of developing what became the 
intelliPaper company, Andrew now has 15 patents. The 
paper USB card contains a tiny silicon chip on which 

B Y  N A N C Y  L A M O R E U X

PAPER GETS
A LOT SMARTER

IN THE MARKETPLACE
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data can be stored, including links, Web sites, Bible 
studies, and books. The newest iteration of the tech-
nology is the swivelCard with a chip, QR code, and 
optional wireless technology built in, allowing it to not 
only be inserted into a USB port but also to communi-
cate with a nearby device, such as a smartphone.

“As an MK [missionary kid], outreach is in my 
blood,” Andrew says. “It’s been a long journey, but 
incredibly rewarding. What God has done with us to 
date is nothing short of amazing.”

Andrew sees a wide variety of ministry applica-
tions for the cards. His own experience shows why. 
On a recent flight to St. Louis, Missouri, he sat next to 
a very secular young man who didn’t seem to want to 
talk. After Andrew showed him a paper USB card, the 
man got very excited and reverently put the card in his 
wallet, saying, “I’ve got to show this to my friends.”

Andrew had just given the man a copy of  The 
Great Controversy  without even talking about religion.

The USB cards from intelliPaper have both min-
istry and business applications. They bridge the gap 
between print and digital media in business cards, 

direct mail and promotional campaigns, and in many 
areas of evangelism and ministry development. Sev-
eral options are explained at the company’s Web sites, 
www.intelliPaper.info, and www.swivelCard.info.

At the 2016 ASI convention, you can meet Andrew 
DePaula and the intelliPaper crew at Booth 300, 
between the ASI booth and the Adventist Book Center. 
Special pricing for Adventist entities is available, thanks 
to a collaboration between intelliPaper and the General 
Conference Office of the CIO.

Nancy Lamoreaux is the recently appointed Chief 
Information Officer (CIO) of the General Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists.  The Office of the CIO 
was created to build relationships in technology with 
our organizations around the world. She holds a 
Masters Degree in Organizational Management as 
well as a degree in Information Systems and several 
certifications, including Network Engineering.  She 
has been IT director of both the Columbia Union in 
Maryland and the North American Division.

PAPER GETS
A LOT SMARTER

itiswritten.com/spark

Follow us on social media

Start a Fire for the  
Lord in Your Church!

L I V E  a t  A S I

It Is Written  
Evangelism Training

Sabbath, August 6,  
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at  
the Hyatt Regency Hotel.  
For location, stop by the  
It Is Written Booth (#500).

1 Peter 5:8 -
“The devil seeketh to destroy...”

(We are a 501C3 non-profit org.)

CHRISTIANS WANTED:
THAT WE MAY CONTINUE TO GO

Ph: 260-827-8835
Contact@ChristmasBehindBars.org

There is hope for the lives of the 
imprisoned.  They must be born 
again, but how will they know unless 
someone goes.  Will you please help 
sponsor this ministry today?  Will 
you buy a skid/case of books or 
Bibles that we can personally put 
into their hands...?

WANTED
DEAD OR ALIVE

www.asiministries.org  |  9



1

Being a 17-year-old entrepreneur is an opportunity 

for which I am very thankful. I have learned so 

much through this journey. I guess you could say that it all 

started when my life started; ever since I was very young, 

my parents taught me that I was called to a special purpose 

(just like everyone else), which is “To serve God and fellow 

man.” They wanted to teach me service, so after church 

they would take me and our certified therapy Golden 

Retriever, to local nursing homes. We would sing, talk, and 

listen. I loved hearing the stories of the older folk. They 

looked forward to the weekend when the skinny kid and 

over-sized dog would come beaming through the door.

When I was four, I sang my first solo in church. At 

eight, I started touring California and sang for evangelistic 

meetings in Central America. I started recording for sev-

eral international broadcasting networks, such as 3ABN, 

LLBN, LLBN Arabic, and Hope Channel, to name a few. 

At 14, I cut my first CD; my second at 15, and my third 

last fall (at age 16) in English, Spanish, and Portuguese, 

respectively. I have been touring for the past two years 

nationwide. What began as a home-school project to learn 

entrepreneurship is now my full-time work and passion. 

I have always had a burden to share the love of Jesus with 

everyone around me. This venture gives me that oppor-

tunity to travel extensively and share Him on planes, in 

hotels, in taxis, and on the stage. I do work for many 

different denominations and organizations and enjoy the 

chance to “share Jesus in the marketplace” through my 

music and presentations. As a singer and speaker, I realize 

the responsibility to, with God's strength, be an example 

of a Christian young person who dedicates their life to 

Christ, and uses their life, talents, and opportunities to 

share the message of God's love for us and His plan for 

our lives. I am in awe that He should trust us so much as 

to be His messengers and representatives. I frequently have 

parents come up to me and tell me that their children love 

our music and that they look up to me as a role model. No 

pressure, right? I've heard that with influence comes great 

responsibility. And I intend to be responsible with that 

influence, by God’s grace. I think of how advanced this 

world would be if everyone used their influence for good. 

Actually, we would probably be in heaven by now! 

Being booked almost every weekend, and sometimes dur-

ing the week, life can get very hectic. Over the past two 

years, I have further discovered the importance of spend-

ing time with God and maintaining a connection with 

Him, as John 15's Parable of the Vine instructs. If we are 

not abiding in Christ, it is very easy to get distracted from 

what God calls us to do, and the people He wants us to 

be. Isaiah 26:3 says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 

whose mind is stayed on Thee." I love to nurture my rela-

tionship with God by praying and reading His Word every 

morning and night. When we study with the purpose of 

knowing His heart, 

His presence is felt 

near and His will 

for our lives is made 

more evident.  We 

get to foster a friend-

ship with our Leader 

and Best Friend.

Being an entre-

preneur has made me 

grow so much, both 

spiritually and per-

sonally. I have learned 

to depend on God 

for everything.  Not 

only am I learning 

the technical duties of 

finances, production, 

PR, and marketing, 

but I'm learning to 

take every opportu-

nity to use my busi-

ness as a ministry. 

Apart from what I 

do, I am interested in 

Recording Artist  
& Inspirational Speaker 

Alessandra Sorace 
 ————————————           ———————————— 

 

For CDs, Concerts, Corporate  
and Special events, go to: 

www.alessandrasorace.com 
 

For Booking, contact us at: 

info@alessandrasorace.com 
(424)371-6ASP 

 

A Teenager Who Is
About the Father’s Business 
B Y  A L E S S A N D R A  S O R A C E

MEMBERS IN ACTION

10  |  Inside ASI   Winter 2016



1

a career of medicine or law. Seventeen is a hard age, as one 

is still deciding in which direction to go. But I know that 

wherever God leads, I will always be committed to serving 

Him, and living up to the meaning of my name: “A helper 

of all people.”

We have a duty as business owners, employees, and 

above all, Christian men and women to use every tool 

and skill in our hands to further the work of God, and 

bring others to Christ. It is an honor to have the chance 

to be, though desperately imperfect, a beacon of light to 

all within our circle of influence. From our kindness, work 

ethic, and willingness to help, to the spoken testimony our 

lives give, may we take advantage of our privilege to share 

with others about our God, our Father, and Friend, who 

longs to make our lives a song of praise. 

Alessandra Sorace is a 17- year-old recording artist and 
speaker who has shared her faith nationwide and abroad.  
She sings and speaks for diverse events, with audiences 
ranging from hundreds to thousands, such as the 60th GC 
Session, with close to 70,000 at the Alamodome in San 
Antonio, Texas. Her love for serving people shows forth in 
her presentations as she strives to live according to the 
meaning of her name, “A helper of all people.” 

•	Pastoral	Evangelism

•	Bible	Instruction

•	Online	Classes

•	Elementary	Education

•	Secondary	Education

•	Media	Ministry

•	Midwifery

•	CNA	Certification

•	Health	Ministry

444	Hartland	Oak	Dr,	Rapidan,	VA	(540)	672-3100
hartland.edu			|			info@hartland.edu

Our	mission	is	to	train	
missionaries	with	a	
vision	to	finish	God’s	

last-day	work

UNREACHED BURMESE AND SOMALIS 
HAVE FLED TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOODS

Will they finally get to meet Jesus through you?
Mobilize for action with the Reach the World Next Door 
training kit. Share truth in 150 languages with one card.

Visit us at Booth #408 for your kit and cards or go online to: 
www.asapministries.org.

Come see us at booth #216

SPONSORS WANTED

Please Call Us Today!
Ph: 260-827-8835

When I was in prison, you came to visit me - thank you so 
very much for sponsoring Christmas Behind Bars.  You see, 
they told me about Jesus - He loves me; there is hope for 
my life today, for I now can see He loves me through you...

Your sponsorship dollars make 
testimonies like these a reality 
for eternity - we thank you!
Your donations are tax-deductible.
Christmas Behind Bars
P.O. Box 474, Bluffton, IN 46714
Online: ChristmasBehindBars.org
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Taking the Gospel into the world isn’t always as far away as you think. 

ABOUT HIS
Holbrook Indian School (HIS) is an accredited 1st through 12th grade Christian boarding school for Native American 
youth and has been operated by the Seventh-day Adventist church for more than 70 years. HIS also incorporates a 1st 
through 8th grade day-school in Chinle, Arizona in the Navajo Nation. 

HIS CHALLENGE
Imagine living in a nation within a nation. Imagine the constant dissonance between the identities and value systems of  
each nation. Imagine living in a world where one in three women are raped or suffer sexual abuse, where almost half  
of  the population never graduate high school, and only seven percent have college degrees. A world where more than 
half  of  the population live below the poverty line, and tragically the suicide rate among youth is as much as ten times 
that of  the national average. Then imagine being told “You just have to get used to it.” “It’s just the way it is.” Youth come 
to HIS with unimaginable challenges. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, substance abuse, trust and abandonment issues 
seem to be the norm. Now imagine trying to learn and function in an academic setting with these kinds of  challenges.

HIS SOLUTION
Holbrook Indian School provides a safe haven for students to learn, live and grow in Christ by giving them the tools 
and skills they need to face the challenges that confront them. 

         
Become a part of HIS solution. Support HIS mission. 

 Holbrook Indian School 2001 McLaws Rd. Holbrook, AZ 86025   •   (928) 524-6845   •   www.hissda.org 

Hope + Opportunity 
FULL POTENTIALbelieve  |  midnight approaches

Call us at 1-800-429-5700 or  
register online at vopsponsors.com

Discover how you can make a tangible difference for the Kingdom of God.

You are invited to join the 
Voice of Prophecy for a 
Sponsorship Weekend.

Sponsorship 
Weekends2016

Skamania
Washington
(Greater Portland area)
October 21-23

Palm Springs
California
December 2-4

Kingsport
Tennessee
November 4-6

Shawn Boonstra
Speaker/Director

Jean Boonstra
Associate Speaker

Each of the tranquil, carefully-chosen settings 
is unique. Choose the one most convenient 
for you—we can’t wait to see you! 
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MEMBERS IN ACTION

Thinking
Out of the Box

For over 43 years PROJECT: Steps to Christ has been 
doing what it does best: reaching millions of house-

holds in communities across the US, ZIP code by ZIP code, 
with mass mailings of The Path to Peace (Steps to Christ) 
and On The Edge of Time (an abridged version of The Great 
Controversy). The demand for our evangelistic services by 
local Seventh-day Adventist churches and individual members 
has not diminished over the years. Recently, though, God 
moved upon us to do something a little different, albeit in the 
tradition of bulk mail literature evangelism.

You may have seen them in your mailbox. They are 
called marketing card packs. Inside are two stacks of small 
3.5x5 advertiser cards from different vendors. Marketing card 
packs are used to target a specific market.

A leading marketing card pack company contacted us 
several years ago to interest us in using their services for evan-
gelistic purposes. While I thought the idea was great, I wasn’t 
anxious to add more work to an already full plate. Finally we 
decided to try one card pack with an advertisement for a free 
copy of The Great Controversy. Since The Great Controversy 
is for all practical purposes a history book, we decided to 
advertise it in the Explore History card pack, which would be 
mailed to 300,000 individuals across the U.S. who purchased 
something related to history in the past six months. 

With the first trial mailing in August 2014, we received 
over 2,700 requests for The Great Controversy. Impressed 
with the response rate, we decided to continue with ten more 
card pack mailings for the 2014-15 season and another nine 
for the 2015-16 season, trying different free book offers with 
each one. In total we were able to give over 15 million house-
holds the opportunity to receive one of our free life-changing 
books. With requests still coming in, we have processed to 
date over 43,000 individual requests for our free literature 
and Bible studies—all of these cards then being distributed to 
our conferences and then onto thousands of churches across 
the U.S. for local, personal follow-up.

You may be thinking this must have cost a boat load, 
but actually it was the cost itself that made this such an 
attractive evangelism portal. Each free offer card provided 
only cost us 1.6 cents. Add to that the cost of fulfilling the 
tens of thousands of requests, and our total cost per lead 
came to just under $7.00. 

This experience became the springboard for a similar 
idea of mailing out an advertisement for a free book rather 

than the book itself, as we have done for so many years. The 
value of this is that it’s cheaper and affords the sponsoring 
church or member the ability to reach more homes. Thus was 
born The Great Controversy Mailer. Much different from the 
card pack mailing, this standalone card arrives in the mail-
box, head and shoulders above everything else in the box (it 
measures 10.5x5.5 folded). The teaser on the outside of the 
mailer is gripping. Opening the mailer, our hope is that the 
reader is challenged by the appeal and invitation to request 
the free copy of The Great Controversy inside. A business 
reply card is conveniently included for ease of request. 

Our first test mailing blew away all of our expecta-
tions. Areas that traditionally generated poor response with 
our book mailings actually did well. The “proof was in the 
pudding.” We went to press with 250,000 and put the new 
program on the market.  Within six months we had to print 
again, as The Great Controversy Mailer became our new top-
selling mailing option.

It’s easy to get excited by response rates, but not so easy 
to get excited by the promises of God. I wouldn’t want to 
rob anyone of the thrill of getting a 1 percent return on their 
investment, but I also want to encourage those who sow and 
see little or no returns, for the promises of God are even more 
exciting: “More than one thousand will soon be converted 
in one day, most of whom will trace their first convictions to 
the reading of our publications” (Evangelism, p. 693).  We are 
still banking on that promise with every piece of literature we 
send out. “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy” (Psalm 
126:5). Praise the Lord!

Steve Peden and his wife, Elwozetti, and two children, Joseph 
(19) and Martelise (16), have been serving the Lord through 
the ministry of PROJECT: Steps to Christ for 20 years. Steve 
currently serves as project director and wears many hats 
besides. His passion is seed sowing, seeing them take root 
and produce a harvest both in souls and in the large family 
garden they raise on the ministry property.

B Y  S T E V E  P E D E N

Why has this become our number-one seller?
1) Adventists love to share The Great Controversy
2) It costs only 42 cents per household
3) Only those interested receive the book
4) Average 1 percent response
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SHARING CHRIST
IN THE MARKETPLACE

B Y  C A L V I N  T H R A S H

“I’m looking for an herb that helps nausea.” As I turned 
to see who had spoken to me, I saw an attractive, middle-
aged woman with a worried look.  The sales floor at Country 
Life in Columbus, Georgia, was busy, but not hectic; and I 
was able to suggest several things that might help, although 
the only “herb” I could think of at the moment was ginger—
not specifically an herb, but certainly natural. As we spoke, 
she began to explain that she was undergoing chemotherapy 
and was scheduled for a doctor’s appointment later in the 
week; and that while the initial tumor had been removed, 
there was some thought that the cancer might have spread.  
The appointment was to perform other tests.  It was easy to 
see that she was very nervous and quite worried.

By this time, my wife had joined me, and she suggested 
that a generally healthy lifestyle could help in maintaining 
her immune system, and would go a long way toward fight-
ing off any additional cancer cells.  She also mentioned that, 
in our Lifestyle Center at Uchee Pines, we see many cancer 
patients, and part of our protocol is prayer. We ask God, in 
faith, to help; and He always does! As soon as she men-
tioned God, the woman’s face softened noticeably.  She said 
that she, too, was a Christian, and had been praying, but 
would love to have someone else to pray with. Right there 
on the sales floor, we held hands and asked the Lord to give 
her peace and healing.  She began to cry, and said she felt 
like a load had been taken off her shoulders.  After making 
her purchase, she smiled, thanked us again, and left.

The next week, she returned, saying that the exam 
and tests had gone well.  She believed our prayers had been 
answered, and said her faith had been strengthened.  She 
also said that she had decided not to continue the chemo, 
but wanted to pursue a lifestyle and natural treatment 
approach.  Over the next several weeks, she attended all our 
seminars and outreach at Country Life and Uchee Pines; 
and later decided to join a lifestyle session at Uchee Pines 
Lifestyle Center.  She is also attending our church and loves 
to come to Bible studies.

While our health food store and vegetarian restaurant 

are busy and offer quality foods for the community, many 
people are starving for spiritual food, and all it takes is 
a mention of something spiritual to get the conversation 
going.  Right in the middle of the city, “where sin abounds, 
grace does much more abound.”

One beautiful Sunday afternoon, after having lunch 
at Country Life Vegetarian Restaurant, a group of young 
people from Uchee Pines—both students and workers—
headed to the RiverWalk for an afternoon stroll.  It was 
an ideal day for literature distribution, so they began to 
hand out tracts to everyone they could. As they entered the 
RiverWalk park, the group leader saw a man sitting on the 
concrete flowerbed retainer, with a bottle of alcohol in one 
hand and a cigarette in the other.  Coming to the man, the 
leader said, “Hi!” and placed a couple of tracts in his hand. 
“Why would you say ‘hi’ to me?” the man asked, taking 
everyone by surprise. “I believe Jesus would say ‘hi’ to you,” 
our team member responded. “Well, thanks…” the man 
said, and began to talk about his problems and issues.  As 
the student tried to encourage him, the man began to weep. 
“No, you don’t understand,” he said. “I’m a Christian… I’m 
a Seventh-day Adventist; I know all these things!”

Sometimes our witness is not to the unchurched or to 
atheists, but to the lost sheep of the “house of Israel.”  Our 
health food business in the city is actually a mission out-
reach facility where the business activity gives us opportuni-
ties to be Christ’s ambassadors in the marketplace.

At the holiday season, one of our staff members men-
tioned that we had an opportunity to help in serving others 
at the Valley Rescue Mission.  The idea was to present a 
vegetarian meal for those who needed a meal during the 
holidays.  While that idea didn’t work out, the arrangements 
provided an opportunity for an ongoing relationship with 
Valley Rescue, and their home for women, Damascus Way.  
We were able to provide health education and plant-based 
cooking schools for the women, and, over the months, have 
developed a real relationship with all the folks at Damas-
cus Way.  Our seminar on Simple Remedies and Preventive 

MEMBERS IN ACTION

16  |  Inside ASI   Winter 2016



Calvin Thrash is the development director at Uchee Pines Institute. He served as the 
president of Uchee Pines for 16 years, is the immediate past president of ASI Southern Union 
Chapter, and was a business owner for nearly 20 years.  He has had experience in marketing, 
radio broadcasting, information technology, and publication 
layout and design, and has diplomas in business and legal studies 
and digital marketing. Calvin has made special study in, and 
taught classes on business, church history, medical ministry, and 
Christian lifestyle, as well as serving as a health educator. His 
passion is to see people serve God with the whole heart, and 
be loving and lovable Christians. Calvin and his wife, Kelly, have 
two daughters, and live at Uchee Pines, in Seale, Alabama.

Medicine (held every March and September) was presented 
this Spring without registration fees, and we invited Damas-
cus Way to attend.  About a dozen women came every day, 
and, while the thought is to teach natural remedies and a 
healthier lifestyle, our campus was enriched just as much 
with the presence of our guests.  Some of the comments 
from our Damascus Way ladies were, “What a blessing 
this is to us and our ministry;” “Thank you for giving me a 
more clear understanding of Christ’s love for me;” “I haven’t 
smoked a cigarette in over a week, and plan on NEVER 
picking one up again…” The motto of Valley Rescue is 
“Sharing Christ in the Community,” and that’s what we 
want to do, as well, in “Sharing Christ in our Marketplace!”

John 10:10 “..... I am come that 
they might have life...”

(We are a 501C3 non-profit org.)

CHRISTIANS WANTED:
THAT WE MAY CONTINUE TO GO

Ph: 260-827-8835
Contact@ChristmasBehindBars.org

Last year, the main Muslim leader asked 
for prayer - his mama had cancer.  This 
year recently he came and said that his 
mama is better.  “Will you have prayer 
for me - I’m thinking of becoming a 
Christian.”  We sent him a  study bible.  
Your sponsorship is making a difference.  
We thank you so very much!

WANTED
Bibles for Inmates

Call Us Today 410-884-9319

A Christian Natural Health Institute of Higher Education
An Online Natural Health College

International Institute 
of Original Medicine

IIOM 

Degree Programs:
Bachelor of Science in Original Medicine
Master of Science in Original Medicine
Doctor of Naturopathy in Original Medicine

Certificate Programs:
Certified Medical Missionary
Certified Herbalist in Original MedicineCertified Herbalist in Original Medicine
Certified Nutritional Counselor

Your Degree is Waiting for You

Call Us Today 410-884-9319
Launch an exciting new career in NATURAL HEALING

The only Online accredited school that showcases and emphasizes the
Adventist Health Message 

 American Naturopathic Medical Accreditation Board
ANMAB ACCREDITED
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Step into the  
ICC Australia  

interactive  
walk-through  
display at ASI,  

and discover why  
The Justice Experience 

 is bringing hope. 

Featured for the  
first time in the USA, 

 experience a world of  
change up close.

www.iccaustralia.org

I’m Free  
Because of Justice
- incredibly, I was sold twice

ICC Australia is a recognised  

supporting ministry in the NAD, SPD, SSD 

and is a member of ASI and OCI, offering 

tax-deductibility on all donations.
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One evening, pointing to the local TV news announce-
ment of a free medical service in town, Lori said, 

“Honey, I think we should go to this.” Lee, who sat at the 
other side of the living room, looked at her and said, “We 
really need that!”

At the appointed day, Lee and Lori arrived at daybreak 
and walked into this auditorium packed with people and 
many health screening booths. They had no idea what they 
were walking into and how their lives would be drastically 
changed after this.

Lee and Lori were married in 2009 and became a 
blended family. Deeply in love with one another, they hoped 
for a “happily ever after.” Unfortunately, life was packaged 
with problems.

At that time, Lee was overweight at 465 pounds. He 
was keenly aware for years that unless something changed, 
he was on the path of multiple health problems, such as 
diabetes and heart issues. His feet were having tingling sen-
sations. He barely had any energy level. Walking was a hard 
thing to do. Then, sleep apnea accompanied him at night. In 
addition, depression shackled Lee to another level. Watching 
TV and sleeping a lot were his regular activities. Potato chips 
became his comfort food. Desperate for solutions, Lee had 
attempted many different promised remedies that were not 
necessarily good for any human being.

Lori was not much different. She was also overweight 
at 299 pounds. Her whole body was crippled with arthritic 
pain. Her blood pressure skyrocketed to 160/90 at times. 
Depression was also her lot, though it was mild.

Spiritually, they both were dry. Though professing to 
be Christian, they were longing for a better spiritual life and 
seeking for a church family.

They were desperate and knew it. For many years, they 
prayed for help. Little did they know, the help came in a 
form of a TV advertisement for a free medical service called 
“Your best Pathway to Health.”

On a nice summer day in August 2015 in Spokane, 
Washington, Lee and Lori came to the event because they 
had medical needs that were not covered by their insurance. 
Lee had a dental exam on his tooth that had been broken 
for years. Lori had an eye exam. They came back the next 
day for more medical services and had no idea that they 
were in for more blessings.

Chris Miles, as a part of the hospitality team, saw Lee 
standing and waiting for Lori’s dental appointment and 
started talking to him. Interestingly, they had similar back-
grounds. They both had worked in the same missile field in 
the air force. They attended the same non-denominational 
mega church in the past. To make things even closer, they 
lived about 2 blocks away from each other! They connected 
instantly and became good friends. Chris started a Bible 
study with him and Lori once a week. He also invited them 
to come to church, and they felt at home at North View 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Over the next few months dramatic, positive changes 
took place in Lee’s and Lori’s lives. They attended the fol-
low-up health lectures one after the other. They were learn-
ing a lot about the body, how food can affect the body, and 
how poor food choices can lead to many health problems, 
such as heart attack, high blood pressure, and diabetes—the 
exact problems Lee and Lori were facing. They were taken 
aback by what they learned. It was hard for them 
to believe that at their age, they had never 
been taught this life-saving information. 
They knew they had to make changes!

They attended the cooking 
classes they offered. They learned 
not only how to cook fruits, veg-
etables, grains, nuts, and beans, 
but also how to make them taste 
good. They were very impressed. 

DRAMATIC 
LIFE-SAVING CHANGES

B Y  W A Y N E  K A B L A N O W

FEATURE
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As they were implementing these new changes, they 
met new friends who became a good support system that 
they had been looking for. A couple of them were their 
instructors—Fran and Arlan Fletcher. Lee and Lori received 
answers to the many questions they had.

One of their major needs was also met through a Depres-
sion Recovery Program that was held by one of the churches. 
The program taught them practical tools for relieving depres-
sion. After the program, even though it is an ongoing process 
today, their depression was improved tremendously.

In October 1, 2015, Lee and Lori decided to switch to 
a plant-based diet and no added oils. Within two weeks of 
eating like this, Lori did not need her blood pressure medica-
tion anymore and had lost 10 pounds. Lee also regained 
some of his energy back.

Lee and Lori attended “Dinner with a Doctor,” a com-
munity outreach hosted by North View church. There they 
met another blessing—Mary Nash, who became their health 
coach. She was really helpful for them in setting goals and in 
keeping them on the right path on their health journey. She 
also suggested they check their vitamin D levels, which, they 
found out, were so low that they were life-threatening. They 
soon took actions to correct that. 

The blessing did not stop there. Lee and Lori joined the 

prophecy studies that Wayne Kablanow, pastor of the North 
View church, was conducting. They had never heard about 
prophecy before and became very interested. The group 
started small and dwindled down to just the two of them, 
which gave them an opportunity to have one-on-one inter-
actions with the pastor. At the end of the studies, Lee and 
Lori decided to be baptized. By this time, they were already 
attending church every Sabbath and wanted to seal their 
commitment by joining the church.

Lee and Lori were baptized on April 2, 2016, and joined 
the North View church. As of today, Lee is at 375 pounds and 
has lost 90 pounds. Lori is at 255 and has lost 44 pounds.

They not only regained their health, but also a new, 
higher spiritual life. They are very thankful for this eight-
month journey and for the way God providentially put 
people in their path.

Wayne Kablanow is a pastor and church planter in the 
Northwest. He is presently planting the West Plains and 
North View churches in the Spokane, Washington, area, and 
he is also the church planting coordinator for the Upper 
Columbia  Conference.  His passion is to re-connect the 
Christ-like work for the body with the Christ-like work for 
the soul, because what the world needs today is a full 
revelation of the loving character of our God.

Connecting People with Christ

LifeTalk Radio Can Help YOU
to Share Christ in Your Community!

How Can I Hear LifeTalk Radio? 
• Live streaming at www.lifetalk.net
• Over 100 affiliate stations in 5 countries
• Mobile Apps for iPhones and Android phones 
• ROKU is reaching 10 million homes
• Satellite (Galaxy 19 – Channel 1004)

“Radio is the most powerful media tool to 
influence  the way people think.    

  G E O R G E  B A R N A ”
800-775-HOPE (4673) • Office@LifeTalk.net • PO Box 7150, Riverside, CA 92513 • www.LifeTalk.net

A ministry of the North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists
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ABOVE THE SHEIKH
“Will we go back home with noth-

ing? Is this God’s plan?”
 After two months of job search-

ing, Sylvia and I had only a few more 
days before my visa would run out.  
We’d agreed that if the Lord didn’t 
open doors for me to find a job, we 
would return to our home country.  

We had arrived in one of the Arab 
countries in high hopes. But now we 
were facing the facts:  There was noth-
ing I could do to make it all happen, 
no matter how qualified I was or how 
much I searched. Almost as if I was 
saying goodbye to all the possibilities, 
I told a friend of mine that we’d be on 
our way headed for home in a week.  

“Oh, don’t give up yet,” my 
friend chided. “There’s an opening as 
a secretary for a sheikh. You might 
as well do an interview. It could be a 
really good job.”

An interview? Even with the hun-
dreds of resumes I’d sent out, not one 
had even secured an interview. A sec-
retary? In the region, that could mean 
anything.  Menial labor, boredom. Or 
high-end events and intriguing circles. A 
sheikh? They were all wealthy, but they 
were not all of the same character or 
quality. But I had told God many times 
that I would do whatever He provided.  

As a last hope, I did the interview.  
Then I was asked to meet the sheikh 
himself. He was a man of few words, 
but I could tell he was well-educated, 
well-traveled. He offered me the job. 
My mind whirled around from the 
discouragement of closed doors to the 
instant opportunity. I promised I would 
think about it overnight and give him 
an answer in the morning.

That evening, suddenly, there was 

so much to talk about. So much to 
think through.  Especially the big chal-
lenge. Every job seeker in the region 
knows the work schedule, the expecta-
tions, the untouchables. Saturday is 
a work day. No work, no job. What 
sheikh is going to let his personal secre-
tary off on Saturday?

Sylvia was sure that if God wanted 
me to have the job, I could trust Him 
to provide Sabbaths off.  I held back 
any excitement I was tempted to feel, 
knowing that sheikhs don’t generally 
schedule their lives around others. I 
decided to trust the Lord.

“Sir, I would like to accept your 
offer, but Saturday is a holy day I 
observe and I cannot work.” I wasn’t 
nervous, only disappointed at the 
prospect that the opportunity was 
in reach but maybe impossible.  I 
explained my faith and my church as 
simply as I knew how.

The sheikh, quiet as he was, did 
not even seem to be listening.  

“And if I can’t give you Saturdays 
off?”

“I have to turn the job down.” 
“And return to your home?”
“Yes.”
The silence was long.
“You can take Saturdays off.”  
It took me a moment to regis-

ter his off-handed response. The job 
search was over.  At home, Sylvia and 
I cried together. This really was where 
God wanted us!  He had opened a 
door! What would God do through 
my presence here?

We didn’t wait long to know. 
Within a couple of weeks the sheikh 
sent out an e-mail announcing that the 
entire staff would have Saturdays off.  

The discussion drifted quickly 
through the offices. I became a curiosity.  

“Who is this guy, anyway?”  “Why 
did he get Saturdays off?” “What kind 
of influential person is behind him?”

It was an opportunity only God 
could create. The questions came 
quickly—about my worship day and my 
faith. Who is behind me? I told my col-
leagues that God was over the sheikh!

The Sheikh never once asked me 
to work during Sabbath hours.  In 
fact, he was the one who dismissed my 
colleagues’ requests for my services on 
Sabbath and who defended my convic-
tions all the time. I often wondered 
why he did that for me, although we 
talked so little. One thing I noticed was 
that the well-read Sheikh understood 
and honored my faith.

I quickly realized my conversa-
tions, my attitudes, and even my deci-
sions were watched carefully, though. 
My personal lifestyle and character—
everything I stood for—was under 
inspection. And the questions came! So 
did the quiet requests for Bibles. 

As I look back, the whole experi-
ence clarified what God wanted for the 
rest of my life.  Occasionally I wonder 
what my experience would’ve been if 
I’d never asked for the Sabbath off and 
if I’d never come to work in this place. 
I’m looking forward to eternity where 
I will see more clearly what impact 
God was able to have on the Sheikh 
and his spiritual journey because of my 
decision.  Certainly I know the impact 
God has had on me through it all, and I 
am ready to serve Him with everything 
I have, wherever He leads.  Even when 
I have to plead my case to the One 
“above the sheikh.” 

FEATURE

Editor’s note: MENA Total Employment is a Tentmaking initiative. A Tentmaker is a born-again disciple of Christ who is supported by their 

professional role within a restricted access country. The Total Employment initiative recruits and empowers such individuals who seek to reach the 

indigenous populations within the MENA region. A growing number of Total Employment members are following the example of the Apostle Paul 

to effectively use their work as a platform for missions in restricted access countries in MENA. For more information contact info@adventist.org.
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Some experts say American interest in biblical 

archaeology climaxed between 1950 and 1970. 

But a local university with a commitment to the science 

remains at the front of the pack in the modern explora-

tion of an ancient heritage.

In its latest archaeological forays, Southern Adventist 

University sponsored a pair of Israeli excavation sites that 

yielded two of Christianity Today's Top 10 biblical archae-

ology discoveries of 2015.

Crews at the sites found a ceramic piece with writ-

ing on it dating to 1130 B.C. and a jar inscribed with a 

name from the era of King Saul. Both indicate writers were 

skilled enough to have penned scriptural texts at an earlier 

time than previously believed.

"A lot of people will say the Bible was written later," 

said Chris Rollston, an archaeological expert and associ-

ate professor of ancient history at George Washington 

University in Washington, D.C. "What [the two discover-

ies] show, and this is what is crucial, it shows that 3,000 

years ago people were writing in Hebrew and writing in a 

sophisticated way."

The discoveries are also a reminder of Southern 

Adventist University's archaeological commitment that 

makes the 3,200-student university one of the nation's 

leaders in a narrow field that continues to dig up valuable 

insights from the past. There are just a handful of Ameri-

can universities still engaged in Middle Eastern archaeo-

logical research, Southern's Institute of Archaeology 

director Michael Hasel said. It's good company to be in, 

too: Harvard, UCLA and other schools with bigger brands 

and budgets than Southern.

Adventists have a strong record of archaeological 

exploration led by Siegfried Horn, a famous Adventist 

archaeologist and professor who died in 1993.

Southern is continuing that legacy by offering an 

archaeology major—10 students are now enrolled—and 

sponsoring digs in the Middle East, like the projects that 

yielded the discoveries cited by Christianity Today.

"We have been really intentional about that," Hasel 

said. "It's been a really amazing thing to be a part of."

The school's Institute of Archaeology also maintains a 

museum on campus where locals can glimpse into the past.

"I think it's impressive," Rollston said of Southern's 

commitment to archaeology. "It's most impressive that 

these Adventist universities are continuing to work in this 

tradition. It's widely known in our field that Adventist 

excavations are famous for being of the highest caliber."

Hasel said it's uncertain whether either of the artifacts 

mentioned in the Christianity Today article will ever make 

it to the Southern museum. But the museum includes other 

relics, including an ancient Babylonian brick stamped with 

Nebuchadnezzar's name, a rare Syrian clay model of a 

chariot, and other artifacts with biblical significance.

And work continues. With the help of modern tech-

nology, Rollston said he believes the most significant bibli-

cal archaeology discoveries will come in the future.

"I think the heyday of biblical archaeology is yet to 

come," he said. "There are great days in the past. But there 

are great days ahead."

When Hasel goes to dig sites in the Middle East with 

SAU staff and students during the summer, the teams use 

cyberarchaeology techniques, including drones to recon-

struct things in 3-D form and using geographic informa-

tion systems to gain insight.

ARCHAEOLOGY TRIPS YIELD

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS
SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
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"It's a field where you have to employ many experts 

from many different areas," Hasel said.

Students have come from all over the country—and 

even the world—to study archaeology at Southern since it 

became a major in 2000, Hasel said. They go on to a range 

of professions or graduate programs in archaeology.

Southern's work at the Khirbet Qeiyafa site where the 

jar was discovered has concluded. But they are continuing 

to sponsor work at Lachish, where the ceramic piece was 

found, and where they believe more meaningful discoveries 

may await.

"As an archaeologist, it's humbling," Hasel said. 

"You can never predict what you're going to find. You can 

predict that what you're doing may have some results, but 

you can't predict the significance of what it may be. But 

it's rewarding when you invest the energy, finances, and 

work on a broad-level project like this."

INSPIRE INSTRUCT INTERACT

Online Bible Training Coming:

 

"He brought us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light." 1 Peter 2:9   'Coming Out' Ministries share 
their testimonies of how God's promises to 
"redeem" us from “any” sin condition is possible. 
Visit us at www.ComingOutMinistries.org.  

Our film “Journey Interrupted,” premieres this fall. 
Make contact and schedule us to share our        
testimonies and seminars.  

  Ron Woolsey        Mike Carducci     Wayne Blakely    Danielle Harrison 

This article was written by and originally published in the Chattanooga Times Free 
Press (February 3, 2016). Author: David Cobb.
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B Y  E R I C  L O U W

GYC AMBASSADOR
FROM EVENT TO Lifestyle 
Fourteen years ago, a group of young college students 

came together and began praying for God’s guid-

ance as they planned the first GYC conference. Today it has 

become one of the largest youth movements in Adventism, 

and has inspired thousands to reclaim their Adventist iden-

tity and become involved in ministry and mission around 

the world.

For the current GYC executive committee, the ques-

tions that weigh heavily on us are: How can we share 

our burning passion to see the gospel encircle the globe? 

How do we connect the annual conference experience 

with everyday living? How do we empower young people 

to work with and become active in their local churches, 

schools, and mission fields? We don’t have all the answers, 

but we want to give it our best effort!

One such effort is a new pilot program we announced 

this year called GYC Ambassador. Through partnerships 

with other mission-minded organizations, including It Is 

Written, Amazing Facts, GLOW, Disciples, ASI, and oth-

ers, we are able to provide resources that offer information 

and tools to enable them to become successful in reach-

ing others for Christ. Seventy-five GYC Ambassadors, who 

now serve in nine different countries, signed up at GYC 

Louisville to commit to doing ministry in their local area 

this year. Through monthly training webinars, mentoring 

calls, and peer-based support, we are already seeing God 

work in powerful ways!

Kamali, who is participating from Georgia, shares her 

experience:

I became an Ambassador with the intention of sharing 

the wonderful experience I had and the wisdom I gained 

from GYC, with the youth of my church. Before beginning 

my mission as an Ambassador, there were a few things I 

was apprehensive about. I wondered how I would be able 

to start a successful Bible study small group. Would anyone 

even be interested in attending? How would I be able to 

keep the momentum of the group going?

The first step I took was prayer, as I knew God had led 

me to take this opportunity to further His work and win 

souls for Him. I didn’t feel experienced or "good enough" 

to take on such a feat, but I have allowed God to show 

His strength through my weaknesses and lack of experi-

ence. For the first week of hosting my small group, I didn’t 

expect more than one or two people to come, if any, but 

seven people showed up! I even heard later that they really 

enjoyed it! When the second week of the small group came, 

I had allowed some fear to creep back in again and didn’t 

expect anyone to return. I thought they probably had bet-

ter things to do. However, the same seven people showed 

up again and they brought four more friends! Some of their 

friends were not even affiliated with a Christian church!  

It’s been nearly three months since the first meeting 

and there is a consistent group of 7-12 who look forward 

to participating in Bible studies each week. Each week, 

the attendance, participation, enjoyment, and satisfaction 

of the group surpass my expectations. Outside observers, 

along with the pastors, elders, parents, and members of my 

church, have taken notice of how the group is growing and 

how the youth of the church are consistently going out of 

their way to participate. We will even need to move to a 

bigger room soon! Many people want to give me credit for 

what I am doing with the youth of my church, but I give all 
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GYC AMBASSADOR
FROM EVENT TO Lifestyle 

the praise to my Lord who has equipped me and granted 

me favor to do His good work. Praise God!

Rianna and Auner are participating in the Philippines. 

Rianna recently shared how God is already working:

In 2015, we felt God was calling us to serve His people 

in the Philippines. When we reached my homeland, the life 

of ministry I envisioned didn’t really turn out to be the way 

I expected it would be. The first few months were rough. 

Doubts started creeping in. We wondered if God had really 

called us. But we decided to live by faith and not by sight. 

Just as He paved the way through the Jordan River after 

a step of faith, I was certain He would do the same as we 

took a step of faith on this island.

It has now been six months since we took that step. 

In this time, God has opened doors for us to do Vacation 

Bible School programs in three different areas, youth devel-

opment sessions in two locations, soccer clinics, feeding 

programs in an orphanage and an elderly home, AFCOE 

evangelism training workshops in local churches, and an 

evangelistic meeting. For the months of April and May, the 

Lord led us to run three more VBS programs and another 

evangelistic meeting. Oh, what a joy it is to serve the Lord!

The GYC Ambassador program has been God’s instru-

ment in guiding our ministry. God calls all of us to finish the 

work with Him. We don’t need to be worried of the uncer-

tainties because He leads those whom He calls. He has also 

given us the faith of Jesus to take that big step. We just need 

to hear the call, follow His leading, and serve wholeheartedly.

Please pray for this year’s GYC Ambassadors as they 

seek to reach their communities for Christ through prayer, 

small groups, various outreach efforts, and Bible study. 

Please also pray for wisdom and vision as we seek to refine 

this pilot program into something that can make the great-

est impact possible to enable young people to get involved 

in year-round ministry.

Eric Louw volunteers as the vice president of 
communications for GYC. A graduate of theology 
from Southern Adventist University, He serves as 
associate pastor at the Richardson SDA church 
near Dallas, Texas. He has a love for seeing 
young people passionately mobilized for service 
and mission to reach the world for Christ in 
this generation. He also enjoys nature and the 
outdoors, as well as reading, technology, and 
graphic design.
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Mobile Devices–(iPhone, iPad, 
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TV, visit Roku.com
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sdadish.com or call 877.875.6532

DISH–Channel 9393, visit dish.com

Verizon FiOS–Channel 291, visit 
buyverizon.com

  Call 618.627.4651 or visit 3ABN.tv

Order at mySDATV.org
Questions? Call 618-627-2300

Available Streams (For an updated list visit: mySDATV.org)

*Must have internet connection.

Other Ways To Watch

Just plug it in and discover a whole
world of live TV, music, program guides,
photos, and more!
• Stream 3ABN directly to your TV

• No monthly fee

• Music, program guides,
 photos and more

• Multiple languages

• Three mySDATV boxes*  
 to choose from–including a
 compact travel size Dongle

• All Adventist content

• Video On Demand
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It was the last day of our three-day visit to the Domini-
can Republic finalizing details for an upcoming Mara-

natha trip, and specifically the Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
program. My sister and I had been praying that God would 
provide two miraculous signs to confirm His will for us. You 
see, God had laid on our hearts the need to develop a VBS-
type program to introduce children to the sanctuary message 
and the plan of salvation. The first sign we prayed for was 
locating a building large enough to hold the number of VBS 
children we prayed that the Lord would send. The second 
sign was for us to find a real, live lamb to use during VBS.

Two days passed and we had no VBS site and no lamb.  
Finally, on the third day, a few hours before we were to leave, 
we received a call from church members to come back to the 
church-building site. There we were introduced to leaders 
from a local Pentecostal1 church, who said that they would 
lend us their entire facility to hold our VBS program and to 
teach the children about the sanctuary.  We were ecstatic and 
rejoiced in God’s provision. One prayer had been answered. 

As I stepped outside 
the church building and 
began taking pictures, a 
gentleman—a complete 
stranger—approached 
me and asked what we 
were doing.  I shared with 
him our Maranatha mis-
sion and plans for VBS.  
As we were speaking I 
noticed that the man had 
a bike with a huge cart 
attached to the front—a 
cart piled high with leaves 
and foliage.  For some 
strange reason I took the 
liberty of asking him what 
the leaves were for.  He 
responded that they were 

for his sheep. I could not believe what I was hearing. God 
had answered our second prayer and had sent us sheep in the 
exact neighborhood where we needed them! As we walked to 
the sheep, this gentleman, Winston, began telling us that he 
never comes that route, and that it was the exact opposite of 
where he needed to go.  He also told us that he was a former 
Seventh-day Adventist, who had become discouraged and had 
left the church. We encouraged him on the way, reassuring 
him that our Heavenly Father had directed his path that day.

As we finally boarded the plane to come back home, I 
was thinking about all the things awaiting me there: unpaid 
bills, unfinished projects, and now plans that I didn’t quite 
know how to carry out. How would we go about develop-
ing this sanctuary program? I prayed silently to God and 
asked Him how He planned for us to accomplish all of 
this. His Holy Spirit answered and His response put all my 
worries to rest.  He said to me, “Fret not, my child. I’ve 
already provided the lamb.” 

Yes, God has and continues to provide the lamb. No 
matter what you may be experiencing in your workplace, 
ministry, or home, fret not, because God has already provided 
the Lamb to help you.

God’s confirmation that day in the Dominican Republic 
led us to work with a team of talented Seventh-day Adventists 
to design, develop, and publish a five-day program kit that 
introduces children, ages 4 – 12, to the sanctuary message.  It 
is entitled: “Radical Rescue: The Sanctuary & God’s Awesome 
Plan to Save Us from Sin” and it can be used in VBS, Week of 
Prayer, Sabbath School, evangelistic campaigns, homeschool, 
etc. More information is available at radicalrescue.us.

Kimberly Crider grew up in Cleveland, Ohio. She has both a 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Social Work from Andrews 
University and specializes in non-profit administration 
and program development.  She is fluent in Spanish, 
having spent several years living in Spain and Costa Rica. 
Kimberly is amazed at the tremendous opportunities God 
has provided her family to spread the gospel to children 
and adults in Central and South America and beyond. 
She and her family reside in rural eastern Tennessee.

ASI ABROAD

GOD PROVIDES THE LAMB
B Y  K I M B E R L Y  C R I D E R

1At the conclusion of the VBS program in the Dominican Republic, the Pentecostal church leaders asked us to leave the 
sanctuary materials with them, saying that they had never heard about the sanctuary and wanted to keep teaching children at 
their church about it.
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A heavy rain had begun to fall, yet over the pounding 

of the drops Pam could hear faint sounds of wail-

ing far down the river. Although not unusual, the mournful 

dirge seemed different that night. As she tucked the chil-

dren into bed, someone banged loudly on the door. Recog-

nizing the distressed voice of their friend from church, Pam 

opened the door and peered into the darkness. 

“John is dead!” Colin moaned.

“No!” Pam uttered in disbelief. “No. No… John is 

not dead!”

“Yes,” repeated Colin, “Your John is dead.” 

John and Pam Lello and their two daughters, Abigail 

and Alyssa, had been serving with Adventist Frontier 

Missions (AFM) in the jungles of Papua New Guinea 

(PNG).  They were about 270 river miles from the nearest 

“city.”  The Ama people had been waiting and praying 

for many years for a missionary to come and teach them 

of Jesus, and they were thrilled when the warm-hearted 

Lello family arrived.

John had gone several days back into the jungle with 

friends to fell trees to build a home for his family. Tragi-

cally, on November 26, 2012, a large branch intertwined 

high in the boughs above the tree they were cutting down 

snapped, came crashing down, and struck John in the 

head.  He was killed instantly.

It made no sense.  The Lello family had entered the 

field not quite a year earlier.  They were making an impact 

in the entire May River area through plans they developed 

to build schools, operate clinics, and plant churches.  Now 

John was dead. Pam and the girls returned to the U.S. to 

start life anew–without their beloved husband and father–

yet still carrying a burden for the Ama people.

David and Edie Hicks read the article Pam wrote in 

AFM’s Frontiers magazine announcing John’s death, and 

her passionate plea for someone to go and carry the work 

forward among the Ama. David had served as a student 

missionary in PNG while in college, and had always 

wanted to return, but life had trolled on without a plan 

for renewed mission service.  Now the Spirit of God called 

him and his wife to again take up his cross and follow 

Jesus back into the jungles.

AFM accepted David and Edie as frontier missionar-

ies and the couple began the faith experience of building 

a support team, coordinating logistics, training for church 

planting, and working through customs and immigration. 

Through it all, God proved Himself faithful.

However, the greatest evidence of the faithfulness of 

God was what He was doing – unbeknownst to anyone 

in the U.S.–among the Ama and other peoples along the 

May River in Papua New Guinea.  

In response to the death of John Lello, a pastor 

from PNG, Pastor Gerry, also heard the call of God. 

He resigned his pastorate and came to May River as an 

unpaid volunteer. When he began his work, only two 

churches in the May River area survived and no church 

buildings were standing.

Pastor Gerry started visiting the villages on the May 

River and holding evangelistic meetings. He reinstituted 

a training course which AFM had pioneered, training a 

dozen men to be lay evangelists. As a result, May River 

experienced baptisms of 116 souls in 2014, and the local 

camp meeting had a daily attendance of about 900. In 

a matter of months this group established five churches 

in places where AFM student missionaries had served in 

the 1990s, including the two villages where David Hicks 

labored as a student missionary. 

HE IS Faithful
B Y  P A M  L E L L O ,  D A V I D  H I C K S ,  A N D  J O H N  B A X T E R

C John Lello canoeing C Lello’s arrival in Ama C Results of Lello’s mission service C Edie and some of the little girls from AmaC The Lello family with group from local village
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The following year AFM career missionaries David and 

Edie Hicks arrived to help advance the work up and down 

the May River, traveling back into some of the numerous 

remote villages, including those of the Ama people. Today 

23 trained national volunteer lay missionaries work along-

side Pastor Gerry and the Hicks family, and together they 

have raised up 12 churches among the villages.

Sabbath morning, August 1, 2015 dawns with black 

clouds and heavy rain. Because there are still no church 

buildings at May River, the church holds camp meeting 

on a grassy hilltop. As the rain finally subsides, someone 

joyfully rings the bell for church, and the people unite 

together. Hundreds of people stream in to join the 308 

baptismal candidates crowding near the grandstand. 

On a rainy night almost three years earlier, the sound 

of wailing and mourning could be heard piercing the 

darkness. Now, on the day of this camp meeting, the rain 

has cleared, the darkness has lifted, and sounds of joy 

echo across the May River.  

Once again, through the tragedy of the death of one 

of His beloved sons, God has proven that He is faithful.

Pam Lello and her daughters, Abigail and Alyssa, returned from Papua New Guinea 
in 2012 after John Lello’s death in a tree-felling accident.

David and Edie Hicks now serve the May River area, taking up the banner of AFM’s 
church-planting work among the Ama people in PNG.

John Baxter is the recruiting director for Adventist Frontier Missions.

Introduce Kids 
to the Sanctuary 
Message in 5 Days

Radical 
Rescue

For more information:
Call (423) 405-4007
E-mail getradicalrescue@gmail.com
Visit radicalrescue.us

Perfect for…
•	 Vacation Bible School
•	 Homeschool
•	 Child Evangelism 

Programs and Ministries

5-day Program Kit

ADVENTIST FRONTIER MISSIONS

FREE
SUBSCRIPTION!

Call 800.937.4236 or visit: 
afmonline.org/resources to subscribe.

Subscribe to Adventist Frontiers, a cutting-edge 
journal of frontline mission stories.

C Results of Lello’s mission service C Edie and some of the little girls from Ama C David and Maika, John Lello’s boat driver, 
visited the site where John had passed away

C Ama ChurchC David talking with a brother from church
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978-368-2638

Kevin Sears | Director

Learn - Grow - Share
NENETS is a 4-month program that takes a very practical approach 

to learning. You will put what you learn each morning in the 

classroom into practice in the community each evening. The 

Spiritual atmosphere of NETS is a favorite. As we study our Bibles 

together, have daily prayer meeting, morning worship as well as 

evening vespers it creates a dynamic atmosphere of revival.

Thinking of
what to do
in the fall?

Come to
NETS!

At NETS
You will:

-experience a personal revival 

-become an experienced well

  rounded worker for Christ 

-learn how to preach

-learn how to sha-learn how to share your faith

  with confidence

-learn how to give a powerful

  life changing Bible study

-and much more

E v a n g e l i s m  C e n t e r

R e g i s t e r  b e f o r e  J u n e  1 9 ,  2 0 1 6  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  e a r l y  b i r d  d i s c o u n t .
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